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WOLTER REPORT

Pros and cons of 
Chippewa Flowage 
walleye regulations
MAX WOLTER

The Chippewa Flowage 
is one of our most popular 
and productive local wall-
eye fisheries. As a result, 
it’s a population we keep 
a very close eye on, with 
annual surveys and lots of 
data collection. The cur-
rent walleye harvest reg-
ulation is a major topic 
of conversation among 
anglers and we hear lots 
of comments about what 
people think about it.

The current regula-
tion is a 15-inch mini-
mum length limit, with 
a protected slot from 
20-24 inches. The daily 
bag limit is 3 per day, only 
one of which can be over 
24 inches. This regula-
tion was implemented in 
2015, after a 5-year stretch 
when there was no min-
imum length limit and 
walleye reproduction 
appeared to be faltering. 
How the current angling 
regulation is serving the 
fishery is a fair question, 
and for that we turn to the 
data. Our best recent look 
at the Chippewa Flow-
age walleye population 
was in 2022 when we esti-
mated the total number of 
adult walleye in the lake 
and how many were har-
vested by anglers. We esti-
mated there were 72,837 
adult walleye in the Chip-
pewa Flowage in 2022 and 
5,766 were estimated to 
be harvested by anglers. 
Tribal harvest accounted 
for another 2,931 har-
vested, for a combined 
total of 8,697.

That means that about 
12% of the walleye pop-
ulation was harvested in 
2022, a reasonable and 
sustainable number pro-
vided the reproduction 
continues. However, we 
can also poke around at 
what harvest might have 
looked like under other 
regulations. There were 

31,901 walleye estimated 
to be caught by anglers in 
2022. Without any mini-
mum length limit we can 
assume that a large per-
centage of those would 
be harvested. If even half 
were harvested by anglers 
and the same number were 
harvested by tribal har-
vesters we would esti-
mate that to account for 
26% of the total popula-
tion, which is a level of 
harvest that creates a lot 
more risk for the sustain-
ability of the population. 
Another idea I have heard 
from a lot of anglers is to 
simply lower the mini-
mum length limit by an 
inch. The appeal of some-
thing like that is intuitive, 
but the gains for anglers 
would be short-lived as 
the number of newly har-
vestable fish would likely 
decline quickly. The last-
ing effect would be a pop-
ulation with smaller size 
structure and likely less 
yield (pounds harvested) 
for anglers who would be 
taking similar numbers 
but smaller fish.

There are some import-
ant truths about regula-
tions that anglers should 
understand. First, for a 
regulation to work, it has 
to “hurt”, meaning it has 
to force people to release 
some fish they would have 
otherwise kept (especially 
true for a popular spe-
cies like walleye). If a reg-
ulation is so loose that it 
doesn’t change people’s 
harvest patterns, then it’s 
not going to benefit or 
protect the fishery. But 
also, no regulation lasts 
forever. The Chippewa 
Flowage has had four dif-
ferent walleye regulations 
since 1984, and it will 
undoubtedly change again 
as the population inevita-
bly changes.

CATHY LAREAU

Absolutely scorching 
weather accompanied us 
throughout Musky Fest 
weekend — I noticed some 
people appeared to really 
enjoy baking in the intense 
heat as they wandered 
through the festival. Me? 
Oh no way — I like it much 
colder. In fact, snowmobil-
ing has been on my mind 
over the past few days! I 
prefer to see those magical 
icy flakes swirling through 
the air instead of pine pol-
len and cottonwood fluff.

My thoughts of snow 
prompted me to remind 
everyone about some 
important news from the 
Association of Wiscon-
sin Snowmobile Clubs 
(AWSC).

Our new AWSC year 
begins on July 1, 2025! 
Along with this new year, 
comes many reminders 
to update members and 
club information with 
AWSC, and take notice of 

upcoming deadlines:
AWSC memberships 

through your snowmo-
bile club expire on June 
30, 2025. Make sure you 
renew your snowmobile 
club membership soon, as 
you cannot get your AWSC 
discounted trail pass until 
your club membership is 
renewed!

As a reminder — AWSC 
membership dues were 
raised to $17.00 per fam-
ily membership beginning 
with the 2025-2026 season. 
I’ve heard that some clubs 
have raised dues to accom-
modate this increase, and 
some haven’t.

Snowmobile trail passes 
go on sale through the 
AWSC website (awsc.org) 
on July 15, 2025. Don’t be 
that rider who waits until 
the last minute to get your 
trail pass — order early so 
you are ready to go! You 
know…..it’s easier to put 
the sticker on when it isn’t 
minus 20 out too.

The inaugural year of 

the AWSC Raffle Calendar 
has been spectacular so far 
— drawings for winners 
are broadcast live on the 
AWSC Facebook page near 
the end of each month.

If your club would like 
to add something to the 
2026 AWSC calendar, such 
as a club event, the dead-
line is coming up very soon 
— you only have until July 
1, 2025. The form for this 
can be found on the AWSC 
website under the AWSC 
Raffle Calendar section.

I’ve had some comments 
that this deadline is unrea-
sonable — many clubs 
don’t have their events 
planned this early in the 
year. I will bring it up at the 
July Directors meeting to 
see if there are solutions, 
but keep in mind that a lot 
of work must be done for 
AWSC to get the calendar 
published and out to us by 
their September goal.

Wisconsin Snowmobile 
News magazine deadlines 
throughout the season for 

events, news, articles and 
commercial sponsor list-
ings can also be found on 
the AWSC website under 
Wisconsin Snowmobile 
News.

AWSC raffle tickets are 
still available — this is one 
of AWSC’s largest fund-
raisers, so please consider 
buying your $100 ticket to 
show support for snowmo-
biling! The drawing will 
be held at the Fall Work-
shop at the end of Octo-
ber and I believe the top 
prize is $10,000. Call me 
at 715-558-8966 if you or 
your company would like 
a ticket, or you can reach 
out to the AWSC office at 
608-846-5530, Monday 
— Thursday, 8 AM until 
noon.

Well there you have it 
— your wintery AWSC 
update. Are you feeling a 
little cooler now? Only 6 
more months to go before 
we get the sleds out again 
— and I’m counting on a 
great, heavy snow year!

We could use a little snow right now

BY CATHY LAREAU

A group of snowmobilers on the Chippewa Flowage.

THE DRIVING FORCE MOTORIZED REC SCOOP

SATURDAY, JUNE 28
	■ Hayward Hawks at Cumberland Islanders, 1 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

Hayward area runners partici-
pated in the Garry Bjorklund Half 
Marathon on Lake Superior’s north 
shore Saturday June 21 as part of 
Grandma’s Marathon weekend.

The top local finisher in the 13.1-
mile event was Hayward Hurricanes 
cross-country coach Joy Keller, who 

took first place in her age class. The 
runners and their finish times were:

Hayward, female: Joy Keller, first 
in F 50-54, 1:32:25; Andrea Carroll, 
13th in F65-69, 2:10:47; Michelle 
Flanagan-Haag, 14th in F 60-64, 
1:56:30; Courtney Donahoe, 105th 
in F 19-34, 1:38:01; Andrea Yancy, 

398th in F 40-44 2:41:30; Andrea 
Lindsay, 309th in F 45-49, 2:41:30; 
Jennifer Sobotta, 399th in F 45-49, 
3:10.4; Jessica Galde, 421s in F 
45-59, 3:28:28.

Hayward, male: Steve Boss, 17th 
in M 70-74, 2:11:16; Andrew Dona-
hoe, 158th in M 19-34, 1:27:59.

Area runners complete half-marathon


