
Sawyer County Record - 05/14/2025 Page : A012

May 14, 2025 5:27 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A12    |   Wednesday, May 14, 2025 Sawyer County Record

MAX WOLTER

In this recurring series I rate local fish-
ing opportunities, by species, on a simple and 
recognizable 0-10 rating scale. This rating 
aims to reflect catchability, size, and other ele-
ments of fishing quality with a single number 
for each species and some notes about why it 
received that score.

This week we look at Lost Land Lake. Con-
versations about Lost Land often include 
Teal Lake, since the two are connected. How-
ever, the fisheries of the two lakes are different 
enough that each will get its own write up in this 
space (look for Teal’s to come later on). Wall-
eye in Lost Land score a 6. Lost Land has been 
a stocked walleye fishery for many years now, 
with almost no natural reproduction occurring.

Abundance of adult walleye tracks very 
close to the average for a stocked population. 
However, size is very good, which boosts the 
rating a couple points. If you catch a walleye 
on Lost Land, it’s likely going to be impressive. 
Musky score an 8. Abundance of musky has 
been fairly strong, but the lake still has 50-inch 
potential. Musky in Lost Land are a mix of 
stocked and natural-born fish. Bass score a 
4, for both species. Largemouth are the more 
abundant of the two bass species, but size 
leaves a lot to be desired. Smallmouth can run 
a little larger, but abundance is lower and they 
may be difficult to locate at times of the year. 
Northern pike score a 6, with fair size struc-
ture and the chance to catch 30”+ fish. I score 
panfish as a 4 for each species. Crappie, perch, 
and bluegill are all fairly abundant, compared 
to other lakes in the area, but each one lacks 
consistent quality size. However, anglers can 
still put together enough decent panfish for a 
fish fry, and locating and catching numbers of 
panfish should not be a challenge.

WOLTER REPORT

Scoring Fishing 
Opportunities, 
Lost Land Lake

THURSDAY, MAY 15
	■ Hurricanes sports: Hayward Track and Field 

Invitational, 4 p.m.; girls soccer hosts Barron, 
4:30 p.m.; boys golf at Rice Lake Invitational, 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 16
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys golf hosts Ashland, 

4 p.m.; softball hosts St. Croix Falls (DH), 4 p.m.; 
baseball at St. Croix Falls (DH), 3 p.m.

	■ Hayward Middle School track and field invita-
tional at HHS track, 4 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag track and field: varsity boys and 
girls at New Auburn, 4 p.m.; middle school girls and 
boys at Hayward, 4 p.m.

MONDAY MAY 19
	■ Hurricanes girls soccer at Superior, 7 p.m.
	■ LCO Migiziwag track and field at Northern 

Lights Conference Outdoor Championships, Ash-
land, 4 p.m.; middle school boys at Northwestern, 
4:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 20
	■ Hurricanes sports: Heart O’ North Conference 

track and field meet at Cameron, 3 p.m.; baseball 
hostsCameron, 5 p.m.; softball at Cameron, 5 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

CATHY LAREAU

Mother’s Day weekend 
greeted us with a beautiful, 
cooler and sunny Saturday. 
Perfect weather for a short 
ride after work before the 
weekend’s festivities began.

The entire northern region 
of the state is under extremely 
high fire danger, due to the 
dry, windy conditions, so that 
was a concern as I headed out 
on my Wildcat Saturday after-
noon. I met up with a couple 
that I sold a home to recently- 
motorsports enthusiasts who 
bought their retirement home 
right on the trail system. 
Because of the high fire dan-
ger, we chose mostly road rid-
ing today, so they could learn 
more about the road routes in 
our area.

I do not enjoy road riding. 
I might as well be driving my 
car, with all its built-in car 
comforts, but it’s good for rid-
ers to learn our route system 
and how to legally get around, 
so off we went for a road tour 
after a light lunch stop at Nel-
son Lake Landing.

Late Saturday afternoon, I 
made my way to the Veterans 

Center, downtown Hayward, 
for the North Country Riders 
ATV Club’s annual Spaghetti 
Feed fundraiser. This is one of 
our club’s major fundraisers, 
and we use the money to help 
pay for many ATV projects 
throughout the year that are 
not covered by the state ATV 
funding program — such as 
road route signs, trail connec-
tor projects, and specialized 
trail signage.

I arrived midway through 
the event and hungrily feasted 
on a plate of spaghetti, with 
breadsticks and salad, while 
visiting with folks. We had a 
great turnout, and our club 
members ran the event flaw-
lessly. Long tables covered 
with fantastic gift baskets and 
silent auction prizes lined the 
back room of the Vet Center. 
A huge thank you to all the 
sponsors who donated prizes- 
we could not do this without 
their support!

Never, ever, do I seem to 
win anything at any raffle I go 
to, so I was surprised to win 
a squirrel-proof bird feeder 
with a 50 lb sack of sunflower 
seeds. Apparently, I was sit-
ting at a ‘lucky table’ with 

some of my riding friends; the 
Richardsons, Helgesons, and 
Carlsons, because collectively 
we racked up a lot of raffle 
and silent auction wins!

North Country Riders is 
launching a membership 
drive — keep an eye out for 
more information soon, but 
for now, mark your calendars 
for July 10th at the Chippewa 
Trail trailhead for a fun cook-
out!

Someone turned the heat 
up for Mother’s Day as tem-
peratures soared into the 80’s. 
My kids live far away, most 
in other states, so this year, 
Mother’s Day I love yous were 
all done by phone. After-
wards, I took a little early 
day spin into town for a few 
errands before it got too hot 
out- and couldn’t help but 
notice how the rec deputies 
were monitoring the Nelson 
Lake area.

We’ve been pushing to slow 
riders down through our 
neighborhood routes and 
the added presence of law 
enforcement really helps to 
get the point across. A few 
small groups of riders drove 
by as I was visiting friends 

on Small Road after my town 
errands, and I was thrilled to 
see them driving respectfully! 
Please continue to spread the 
word about slowing down 
through our residential 
neighborhoods.

I hope everyone had a great 
Mother’s Day — the green-
house in town was wall-to-
wall cars so I assume a lot of 
planting went on through-
out the weekend. Me, I’ll wait 
till closer to Memorial Day as 
I am not the person to cover 
or care for plants when those 
sporadic late-May frosts hit. 
Any plant that makes it at 
my house is hardy I tell you, 
because I do not have a green 
thumb.

Keep an eye on our Alli-
ance Facebook page for 
trail announcements too. 
Although Sawyer, Bayfield, 
and Ashland counties have 
not officially closed trails (as 
of Sunday May 11) due to the 
extreme fire danger, Burnett 
and Douglas Counties have. 
Seems we are always doing 
some kind of weather dance 
nowadays — get going on 
your rain dancing folks, we 
need it!

Mother’s Day mish-mash
THE DRIVING FORCE MOTORIZED REC SCOOP

“We are expecting approximately 
100 participants this year,” said Chap-
ter Co-Chairman Steve Franck. They 
will be assisted by 50 attendants and 68 
guides. They will go fishing on 34 pon-
toons.

Other watercraft will serve as “sector 
boats,” keeping track of the anglers to 
see if they need help.

“We’re getting back to pre-Covid 
days,” Franck added. One year during 
the Covid pandemic, there were only 15 
participants, and they fished in the fall, 
not the spring.

At this weekend’s event, chapter 
members and other volunteers will per-
form tasks such as cleaning fish, pre-
paring and serving food, and assisting 
anglers on and off their watercraft.

The Hayward Lions Club will cook 
and serve a Friday evening fish fry at the 
campground. Participants will gather 
at tables in a large tent for eating and 
socializing, with DJ music.

Awards and prizes will be given out 
throughout the two days. Trophies, rods 
and reels will be presented Saturday eve-
ning to anglers registering the biggest 
fish of each species (bluegill, crappie, 
walleye, northern, largemouth bass).

The Kingfisher Award is given to 
a person exemplifying the spirit of 

Fishing Has No Boundaries, and the 
Ray Larsen Memorial Guide’s Award is 
given to a guide or guide assistant.

Kathy Overman, business manager 
for Hayward-based Fishing Has No 
Boundaries Inc., said they now have 18 
chapters in nine states. Also, “We have 
been asked to so some expos and we’ve 
been doing a lot more traveling,” she 
added. “We’re adding an ambassador 
program to the national organization 
to do more promotion. There’s a lot of 
areas people are interested in; they want 

to fish, but know nothing about the 
equipment. So we take our mission and 
hit the road.”

Last fall’s FHNB national conven-
tion in Hayward “had a great turnout,” 
Overman added . “Its back to re-educat-
ing (about) the need to get people out. 
There’s so many places now that don’t 
have the funding to take people out fish-
ing.”

The Hayward Chapter of Fishing 
Has No Boundaries also also will host a 
Senior Day on Nelson Lake July 14.

DAILY SCHEDULE
Friday, May 16: Registration, 7 a.m., 

coffee, donuts and fruit available; 7:30, 
safety meeting with sector and medical 
personnel, medical tent; 8 a.m., guides 
and guide assistants meeting; 8:30, 
welcoming ceremonies; 8:45, launch 
onto flowage for fishing; noon, lunch 
on our own, concessions available on 
the campground; 4:30 p.m., all water-
craft return; 5 p.m., all fish must be reg-
istered; 5:30, dinner and awards cere-
mony.

Saturday, May 17: 7 a.m., registra-
tion begins, coffee, donuts and fruit 
available; 8 a.m., guides and assistants 
update; 8:15, go fishing; noon, lunch; 
4:30, all watercraft return; 5 p.m., all fish 
must be registered; 5:30 p.m., dinner, 
awards and closing ceremonies.
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