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MAX WOLTER

We’ve always known 
that fish leave reservoirs or 
impoundments by going over 
dams. It’s a big reason why 
fishing below dams is so suc-
cessful and popular. How-
ever, those losses of fish from 
the reservoir (which biolo-
gists call “escapement”) can be 
a drain on the reservoir’s pop-
ulation and can be a real chal-
lenge for managing that fish-
ery. This is especially true 
when expensive stocked fish 
are leaving the lake instead 
of staying put and being 

available to anglers. One of the 
favorite projects I’ve worked 
on in my career was estimat-
ing how many and which 
muskies were leaving reser-
voirs in Illinois. The results 
of that study really surprised 
some people in the fisher-
ies world. There have been 
some great studies conducted 
since then that have further 
advanced our understanding 
of escapement, as well as what 
we might be able to do about 
it. One useful, and intuitive, 
finding has been that stock-
ing fish at a point that’s further 

away from the dam leads to 
less of those young fish escap-
ing. This is something we’d 
long assumed to be true and 
had been putting into practice 
locally in reservoirs like Lake 
Winter, Nelson Lake, and the 
Chippewa Flowage. Now we 
have research support for that 
practice of stocking further 
away from the dam. There 
have also been several eval-
uations of different barrier 
types to prevent escapement. 
Barriers can be effective but 
come with a lot of associated 
costs and considerations. As 

a result, barriers are still only 
used in a few places where 
dam design and conditions 
are conducive. It’s worth not-
ing that while escapement can 
detract from fishing quality in 
a reservoir, it is also responsi-
ble for good fishing in down-
stream waters. Anglers enjoy 
a lot of success below dams 
locally, including below Nel-
son Lake, Lake Hayward, 
and the Chippewa Flowage 
because some fish are escap-
ing the reservoir. Without 
escapement those spots would 
likely be very ordinary.

Wolter report: We’re learning more about fish escapement

THURSDAY, MAY 8
	■ Hurricanes sports: Soft-

ball hosts Ashland, 5 p.m.; 
co-ed track and field at Barron, 
4:30 p.m.; girls soccer at Lake-
land, 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag track and 
field at Colfax, 4 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 9
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys golf 

hosts Scott Miller Invitational 
at Hayward Golf Course, 9 a.m.; 
softball hosts Barron, 5 p.m.; 
baseball at Barron, 5 p.m.; girls 
soccer at Osceola, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 10
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys golf 

hosts Scott Miller Invitational 
at Big Fish Golf Course, 9 a.m.; 
baseball hosts Osceola, 11 a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 12
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys golf 

at Cumberland, 4 p.m.; base-
ball hosts Chetek-Weyerhae-
user, 5 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag track 
and field at Northern Lights 
Conference meet, Hurley, 
4:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 13
	■ Hurricanes sports: Girls soc-

cer hosts Somerset, 4:30 p.m.; 
boys golf at Northwestern, 
10 a.m.; baseball at Spooner, 
5 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

CATHY LAREAU

On Thursday May 1, 2025, 
most our county’s ATV 
trails opened for use — this 
includes all trails in the Saw-
yer County Forest, as well as 
in the Chequamegon Forest. 
As of now, everything is open 
except for trails in the Flam-
beau River State Forest in the 
SE corner of the county — 
which will open to ATV use 
on May 15th, and a segment 
of Trail 31 in the Birchwood 
area, north of the Tuscobia 
Trail, that opens over Memo-
rial Day Weekend.

That same Thursday, our 
state’s Lieutenant Governor, 
Sara Rodriquez, came to Hay-
ward to get caught up with the 
motorized sports story in our 
area. I invited Don Mrotek 
to meet with us because I 
thought his years as a trail 
coordinator and his current 
spot on the Governor’s Snow-
mobile Rec Council would 
bring valuable insight to this 
meeting.

Last year, we treated Ms. 
Rodriguez and her staff to a 
fun ATV ride, so we didn’t 
have a lot of time to go over 
issues affecting us in the 
north. After two poor winters 
though, we had plenty of con-
cerns now, so we met indoors, 
at the comfortable Chamber/
Hayward Lakes conference 
room.

Our Lt. Governor has an 
engaging personality, and 
we rapidly fell into conversa-
tion. She listened intently as 
Mrotek and I described how 
the last two bad winters neg-
atively affected our snow-
mobile tourism, our North-
woods economy, and the 
heavy loss it caused in the 
state snowmobile fund pro-
gram. A self-funded program 

which is now struggling to 
replace many aging trail 
bridges across the state.

The rest of our discus-
sion covered a variety of top-
ics; the need for a state-wide 
ATV report- like the existing 
snowmobile report through 
Travel Wisconsin, The Office 
of Outdoor Recreation, items 
in the state budget that affect 
motorized sports, grant pro-
grams, and possible solutions 
to help with state rec trail 
bridge replacements.

We appreciated the Lt. 
Governor’s visit, and her 
interest in our little northern 
community! We really loaded 
them up with information to 
take back to Madison — and 
we hope some good will come 
of it all.

I spent Friday visiting my 
mom, who suffers from Alz-
heimer’s and is an assisted liv-
ing facility in the east central 
part of the state. I never know 
what I’ll get when I visit mom. 
Sometimes it means show-
ing her, a hundred times, how 
to not accidentally turn her 
phone ringer off, and other 
times it’s going over the whole 
family tree at her insistence- 
as she fights to remember 
everyone. Her random, off-
the-wall stories about events 

that she was never at, are get-
ting more and more convinc-
ing though- she almost has 
me believing she was at JFK’s 
assassination. She still knows 
me for now, and that’s all I 
need.

Early Saturday morning I 
drove to the Sunnyview Expo 
Center in Oshkosh for the 
inaugural ‘Let’s Ride Expo’ 
held on May 2-4, 2025.

Organized by the Wiscon-
sin ATV Association, with 
help from other motorsports 
groups, this event was a cel-
ebration of motorized recre-
ation in our state. State orga-
nizations that attended were: 
Wisconsin ATV Association 
(WATVA), Wisconsin Coa-
lition of Four Wheel Drives 
(WC4WD), Association 
of Wisconsin Snowmobile 
Clubs (AWSC), and Wiscon-
sin Off Highway Motorcycle 
Association (WOHMA).

The large indoor expo 
building was packed with 
booths and displays from 
state, regional and local asso-
ciations, vendors, dealers, 
counties, tourism offices, 
and there was an entire wing 
devoted just to club booths! 
It was exciting to see so many 
different motorsports enthu-
siasts there- and I ran into 

many folks I knew from other 
events, counties, and espe-
cially from AWSC.

The lineup continued 
beyond the main expo hall — 
one expo building housed an 
interesting vintage snowmo-
bile and vehicle display, and 
a variety of tractors, groom-
ers and other trail equipment 
lined the parking lot outside. 
Motorsports dealers brought 
in trailers of demo machines 
to display outside, and of 
course, who puts on one of 
these events without a line of 
food trucks!

There were lumberjack 
shows, a military helicopter 
visit, ATV rides, and work-
shops for clubs, plus a Ride-
Safe roundtable discussion. 
This event had a nice turn-
out, at least on Saturday when 
I was there — and I’m look-
ing forward to next year’s 
Let’s Ride Expo- although 
next year I will push for more 
of a presence from Sawyer 
County!

I capped off my tiring 
weekend with a long-awaited 
ATV ride on Sunday. After so 
many endless hours of driv-
ing this weekend (yes, it is 
orange barrel season too), 
you might think that rid-
ing my Wildcat was the last 
thing I’d want to do — but 
the draw of the forest after a 
particularly busy work week 
and weekend can’t be under-
stated. There is nothing more 
soothing than the low, stac-
cato hum of my engine after a 
whole bunch of commotion. 
And a final thought — no 
one is happier than me, that 
the Arctic Cat company has 
a new owner, who will hope-
fully bring this brand back to 
its former glory!

A bustling week in motorsports

CATHY LAREAU

AWSC Miss Snowflake on her snowmobile.

THE DRIVING FORCE MOTORIZED REC SCOOP

The Hayward Hurricanes girls softball team trounced 
Ladysmith 13-0 April 29 at Diane Hedin Field.

Brooke Laier pitched a one-hitter to notch the win, strik-
ing out seven while walking one.

Colby Sprenger had three hits and drove in one run. 
Brooke Laier had two hits and two RBIs, Gretchen Gajew-
ski had two hits with one RBI and Nikki Miller had one hit 
and two RBIs. Getting one hit and one RBI apiece were Leah 
Swan, Sophia Marino and Greta Woelber. Ali Coddington 
also had a hit. Kayleigh Kufahl had two RBIs.

The Canes improved their record to 5-1 in the conference 
and 7-7 overall.

Heart O’ North Conference softball standings: Spooner 
7-1; Barron, 6-2; Hayward, 5-1; St. Croix Falls, 5-3; North-
western, 3-2; Cameron, 3-2; Cumberland, 3-2; Chetek-Wey-
erhaeuser, 1-7; Ladysmith, 0-6; Ashland, 0-7.

Canes softball shuts 
out Ladysmith

TERRELL BOETTCHER

The Hayward Hurricanes girls soccer team played St. Croix 
Central Saturday May 3 at Heidi Friermood Field. The game 
ended in a 0-0 tie. The Canes pictured (L-R) are Abby Beck-
ermann, Olivia Stobb and Kelsey Carothers.

GIRLS SOCCER PLAYS 
ST. CROIX CENTRAL

Her work has previously 
been displayed at local ven-
ues including Hayward’s 
Art Beat, Gallery and Gifts, 
Out of the Woods Winery, 
Park Center and the North-
west Lakes Conference.

Eitzenhoefer is an active 
member of the Cable Hay-
ward Area Arts Council 
(CHARAC) and Lakeland 
Art League (LAL).

For more information 
about the artist or to inquire 
about her work, contact 
Tanya Eitzenhoefer at Tany-
aeitzenhoefer@gmail.com.
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