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Primer for new AT Vers

CATHY LAREAU

Over this spring, I've
taken many calls from
folks new to AT Vinglook-
ing for information. Some
recently moved here, some
have lived here for years
but just recently bought an
ATV, and some are thinking
about purchasing an ATV
and they all want to know
how to get started. I figured
this would be a good week
to give some tips on how to
getinvolved in this popu-
lar sport.

Before youride — doall
the legal stuft!

Check out the WIDNR
website for all the infor-
mation you need to know
about ATV laws, registra-
tion and trail pass require-
ments

Asasummary, make sure
your machine is registered
in Wisconsin, or you have an
out-of-state trail pass. If you,
or anyone who will be driv-
ing your machine, was born
onor after January 1, 1988
— aDNR safety certification
isrequired. Drivers must be
atleast 12 to operatean ATV,
and 16 to operatea UTV.
Every driver and passenger
whois under 18 must wear a
DOT-compliant helmet.

Learn where you can and
cannot ride.

Sawyer County is made
up of 4 different forest sys-
tems, connected by road
routes. Your best Sawyer
County mapping resource
is the app Trail Treker —
search for it in your phone’s
app store. This program
is currently free to down-
load, then you can purchase
individual maps for Saw-
yer County ‘Summer ATV,
snowmobiling, and other
county’s maps for a nominal
$2-$5 fee.

Our Alliance paper map
is widely available at gas sta-
tions, bars and restaurants
— butitis only printed once
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ayear and won't show trail
or route changes that can
happen after printing.
Apparently, some other
states allow riders to run
in ditches, because I sure
getasked alotabout ATV
ditch riding. Here in Wis-
consin, including Sawyer
County, you cannot ride
any road ditch unless it’s
designated and signed asa
trail or route. Shoulders are
offlimits too. You must stay
on alegal trail or the driv-
able portion of a road route.
Ifyourlodging or home isn’t
on alegal route or trail, you
must trailer to the nearest
route or trail.
Learn when you canride.
Our ATV trail riding sea-
son in Sawyer County is
long -with a few exceptions,
trails are open a substantial
part of each year. All reg-
ularly scheduled trail clo-
sures are shown on both our
paper map and Trail Treker.
Trails close between
March and May for ‘spring
thaw’ to prevent trail dam-
age while frost is coming
out of the ground. Each for-
est entity regulates their
own open/close dates
(shown on our map) and
these dates can change due
to weather and trail con-
ditions. Any deviations
from the regular open/
close dates will be posted
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A stop on Rock Lake Road during a summer ride last year.

on our Sawyer County Alli-
ance FB page. If you are

not on FB, I share our Alli-
ance announcements on my
Driving Force Motorized
Rec website too.

Many of our winter trails
are offlimits to UTV's
after snowmobile groom-
ing begins — again, the
best source to keep up with
this will be our Alliance FB
page.

Important notes about
road routes.

Personally, I do not like
road riding but realize how
important routes are for
accessing trail systems and
destinations. Use Trail Tre-
ker to make sure you are
riding on legal routes.

Learn to identify the dif-
ferent road types; local
roads, county roads, and
state highways. State high-
ways are off limits unless
asegment is specifically
signed asan ATV route-
there is NO part of Hwy 63
that is open to ride on! You
can cross it at intersections,
but you can’t ride on it.

County roads in Sawyer
County are open for ATV
use, other than within the
Lac Courte Oreilles Indian
Reservation (LCO), where
only specific, signed routes
are open.

Most of our local city,
town, and village roads are
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open for ATV use — and
the few that aren't, still have
marked road routes to use.

Be a thoughtful, cour-
teous rider when travel-
ing through our neighbor-
hoods — slow down, turn
your music down, watch for
pedestrians, stray pets and
wildlife.

Above all — stay safe on
the road. Your roll cage and
beefy equipment may give
you the inflated sense that
youare protected, but you
are no match against a high-
way vehicle in an accident.
If you are not comfortable
road riding, choose less-
er-traveled roads, or trailer
to the trails.

Don't be an idiot by
drinking either- call me
anytime to discuss this one,
and I'll gladly tell you why.

How to find rides.

The most-asked ques-
tion I get! If folks use Face-
book, I tell them to look for
North Central WIATV/
UTYV Rides, because Gene
and Michelle Richardson
host manylocal rides. Once
on Facebook, riders can
also find many other ATV
groups to join. Eventually
the new rider will hook up
with ATV enthusiasts who
enjoy similar riding styles.

Some folks are not on
Facebook, which presents
more of a challenge — all
I can suggest is to get out
there and ride, stop and talk
to others on the trail, and
joinalocal ATV club.

Although our clubs don’t
really host that many orga-
nized rides, joining puts
riders in touch with other
AT Vers. Visit our Sawyer
County Alliance website for
alist of clubs to consider.

My Driving Force Motor-
ized Rec Scoop website
offers you a deeper dive
into all this info and be sure
to visitthe WIDNR ATV
website too. It won't be long
and I'll see you out there!
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