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WOLTER REPORT

Spider Lake 2025 
Research Plans
MAX WOLTER

In 2024, the Hayward DNR 
Fish Team and DNR fish 
researchers out of Spooner 
embarked on an ambitious 
and groundbreaking study to 
better understand how pike 
and musky interact and com-
pete. The study was made 
possible by generous dona-
tions from the Spider Lake 
and musky communities, 
which allowed for the pur-
chase of cutting-edge tech-
nology to track fish move-
ments and better under-
stand all elements of the 
aquatic ecosystem. The proj-
ect will move into a new phase 
in 2025. Receivers on the 
lakebed are currently collect-
ing data on the movement 
of 35 tagged pike and musk-
ies. We plan to download the 
first round of that data, cover-
ing the fall and winter period, 
in February. We expect this 
will include millions of lines 

of data that can be analyzed. 
Other data downloads will 
happen throughout the year, 
providing fine detail under-
standing of fish movements 
and interactions across all 
seasons, something that has 
never been done for these 
two species anywhere. Other 
plans for 2025 include more 
fyke netting. The purpose of 
the netting survey will be to 
capture muskies and com-
plete an estimate of the total 
number of adult muskies in 
the lake using a “mark recap-
ture” estimate. We plan to 
deploy 5 more tags in large 
female muskies that we 
expect to catch in the spring. 
This survey will also provide a 
check-up on pike abundance 
after a year of aggressive 
angling harvest, and we plan 
to remove any pike appear-
ing in the survey. All those 
with an interest in the project 
should expect some exciting 
updates throughout 2025.

CATHY LAREAU

Over this spring, I’ve 
taken many calls from 
folks new to ATVing look-
ing for information. Some 
recently moved here, some 
have lived here for years 
but just recently bought an 
ATV, and some are thinking 
about purchasing an ATV 
and they all want to know 
how to get started. I figured 
this would be a good week 
to give some tips on how to 
get involved in this popu-
lar sport.

Before you ride — do all 
the legal stuff!

Check out the WI DNR 
website for all the infor-
mation you need to know 
about ATV laws, registra-
tion and trail pass require-
ments

As a summary, make sure 
your machine is registered 
in Wisconsin, or you have an 
out-of-state trail pass. If you, 
or anyone who will be driv-
ing your machine, was born 
on or after January 1, 1988 
— a DNR safety certification 
is required. Drivers must be 
at least 12 to operate an ATV, 
and 16 to operate a UTV. 
Every driver and passenger 
who is under 18 must wear a 
DOT-compliant helmet.

Learn where you can and 
cannot ride.

Sawyer County is made 
up of 4 different forest sys-
tems, connected by road 
routes. Your best Sawyer 
County mapping resource 
is the app Trail Treker — 
search for it in your phone’s 
app store. This program 
is currently free to down-
load, then you can purchase 
individual maps for Saw-
yer County ‘Summer ATV’, 
snowmobiling, and other 
county’s maps for a nominal 
$2-$5 fee.

Our Alliance paper map 
is widely available at gas sta-
tions, bars and restaurants 
— but it is only printed once 

a year and won’t show trail 
or route changes that can 
happen after printing.

Apparently, some other 
states allow riders to run 
in ditches, because I sure 
get asked a lot about ATV 
ditch riding. Here in Wis-
consin, including Sawyer 
County, you cannot ride 
any road ditch unless it’s 
designated and signed as a 
trail or route. Shoulders are 
off limits too. You must stay 
on a legal trail or the driv-
able portion of a road route. 
If your lodging or home isn’t 
on a legal route or trail, you 
must trailer to the nearest 
route or trail.

Learn when you can ride.
Our ATV trail riding sea-

son in Sawyer County is 
long –with a few exceptions, 
trails are open a substantial 
part of each year. All reg-
ularly scheduled trail clo-
sures are shown on both our 
paper map and Trail Treker.

Trails close between 
March and May for ‘spring 
thaw’ to prevent trail dam-
age while frost is coming 
out of the ground. Each for-
est entity regulates their 
own open/close dates 
(shown on our map) and 
these dates can change due 
to weather and trail con-
ditions. Any deviations 
from the regular open/
close dates will be posted 

on our Sawyer County Alli-
ance FB page. If you are 
not on FB, I share our Alli-
ance announcements on my 
Driving Force Motorized 
Rec website too.

Many of our winter trails 
are off limits to UTVs 
after snowmobile groom-
ing begins — again, the 
best source to keep up with 
this will be our Alliance FB 
page.

Important notes about 
road routes.

Personally, I do not like 
road riding but realize how 
important routes are for 
accessing trail systems and 
destinations. Use Trail Tre-
ker to make sure you are 
riding on legal routes.

Learn to identify the dif-
ferent road types; local 
roads, county roads, and 
state highways. State high-
ways are off limits unless 
a segment is specifically 
signed as an ATV route- 
there is NO part of Hwy 63 
that is open to ride on! You 
can cross it at intersections, 
but you can’t ride on it.

County roads in Sawyer 
County are open for ATV 
use, other than within the 
Lac Courte Oreilles Indian 
Reservation (LCO), where 
only specific, signed routes 
are open.

Most of our local city, 
town, and village roads are 

open for ATV use — and 
the few that aren’t, still have 
marked road routes to use.

Be a thoughtful, cour-
teous rider when travel-
ing through our neighbor-
hoods — slow down, turn 
your music down, watch for 
pedestrians, stray pets and 
wildlife.

Above all — stay safe on 
the road. Your roll cage and 
beefy equipment may give 
you the inflated sense that 
you are protected, but you 
are no match against a high-
way vehicle in an accident. 
If you are not comfortable 
road riding, choose less-
er-traveled roads, or trailer 
to the trails.

Don’t be an idiot by 
drinking either- call me 
anytime to discuss this one, 
and I’ll gladly tell you why.

How to find rides.
The most-asked ques-

tion I get! If folks use Face-
book, I tell them to look for 
North Central WI ATV/
UTV Rides, because Gene 
and Michelle Richardson 
host many local rides. Once 
on Facebook, riders can 
also find many other ATV 
groups to join. Eventually 
the new rider will hook up 
with ATV enthusiasts who 
enjoy similar riding styles.

Some folks are not on 
Facebook, which presents 
more of a challenge — all 
I can suggest is to get out 
there and ride, stop and talk 
to others on the trail, and 
join a local ATV club.

Although our clubs don’t 
really host that many orga-
nized rides, joining puts 
riders in touch with other 
ATVers. Visit our Sawyer 
County Alliance website for 
a list of clubs to consider.

My Driving Force Motor-
ized Rec Scoop website 
offers you a deeper dive 
into all this info and be sure 
to visit the WI DNR ATV 
website too. It won’t be long 
and I’ll see you out there!

Primer for new ATVers

BY CATHY LAREAU

A stop on Rock Lake Road during a summer ride last year.

THE DRIVING FORCE MOTORIZED REC SCOOP

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
	■ Hurricanes sports: Base-

ball hosts Barron, 5 p.m.; 
co-ed track and field at Heart 
O’ North Conference indoor 
championships, Ashland, 
4 p.m.; girls softball at Bar-
ron, 5 p.m.; boys golf at North-
western, 4 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag track and 

field at Grantsburg, 4 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 22
	■ Hurricanes sports: Soft-

ball hosts Chetek-Weyerhae-
user, 5 p.,m.; girls soccer at 
Rice Lake, 7 p.m.; baseball at 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser, 5 p.m.; 
boys golf hosts Croix Falls, 
4 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

The Canes pounded out 14 
hits. Trent Kirkland and Kyle 
Gajewski each had three hits 
including a double and drove 
in one run. Dawson Jorczak 
had three hits including an 
RBI triple, Tyler Eaton had 
three hits including two dou-
bles , a triple and three RBIs, 
Ryker Chipman had three 
hits including a triple and 
an RBI, Caleb Springer had 
a single and two RBIs, and 
Robert Schulte and Xzavier 
Stojek each had a single.

The Canes blasted Poy-
nette 27-2, getting 24 hits. 
Stojek went 3 X 4 with a tri-
ple and three RBIs, Gajewski 
went 3 X 3 with three RBIs, 
Jorczak 4 X 4 with two dou-
bles and three RBIs, Chipman 
3 X 3 with two RBIs, Kirkland 
2 X 3 with a double and three 

RBIs, Tyler Eaton 2 X 3 with 
a double and two RBIs, Trace 
Marino 1 X 3 with two RBIs, 
Caleb Springer and Thomas 
Fischer each batted 1 X 2 
with an RBI, Jacob Schuck 
and Schulte each went 1 X 2, 
Colt Christian 1 X 1, and Bob 
Droessler 1 X 1 with an RBI. 
Devin Schmitt had two RBIs.

The Canes also picked 
up a win over Sheboygan 
North, 13-9. Dawson Jorczak 
pitched the win, giving up 
eight hits and five walks while 
striking out eight.

Jorczak went 2 X 5 at the 
plate including a double and 
drove in four runs. Springer 
was 2 X 5 with a single, dou-
ble and two RBIs, Kirkland 
1 X 3, Gajewski and Eaton 
each went 1 X 3 with an RBI, 
Marino 1 X 2 with a RBI, 
Fischer 1 X 2, Chipman 1 X 2 
with a RBI, Schmitt 1 X 2 and 
Schulte 1 X 4.

Baseball/from A11

BOYS RESULTS
Team scores: Hayward 119, 

Chippewa Falls 114, Ashland 
82, Rice Lake 73.50, Eau Claire 
North 64.50, Northwest-
ern 58, Cameron 32, Supe-
rior 29.50, Cumberland 28.50, 
Spooner 13, Shell Lake 10.

Hayward first places: 

Lucas Hansen, 55m hur-
dles, 8.08; James Buck-
holtz, 400m dash, 53.52; 
Ben Laird, 800m run, 2:00.09 
(Wis top 50, meet record); 
Brendan Young, high jump, 
5-10; 4 X 800-meter relay 
(Cade Schlapper, Beck John-
son, Evan McConnell, Ben 
Laird), 8:20.26 (meet record 
by 20 seconds); 4 X-400m 
relay (Lucas Hansen, Even 

McConnell, James Buck-
holtz, Ben Laird), 3:35.60;

Second places: Lucas Han-
sen, 200m hurdles, 25.76, and 
long jump, 22-0.5 (school 
record)

Third places: Brendan 
Young, triple jump, 37-8.50.

Fourth places: Evan McCo-
nnell, 1600m run, 4:48.88; 4 X 
200m relay (Anthony Aranda, 
Brock Chucka, Viktor Enk, 

Alex DePew), 1:38.72;
Fifth places: Brendan 

Young, 400m dash, 56.34; 
Simon Hansen, 200m hur-
dles, 28.30; Alex DePew, 
220-yard dash, 25.01; Cade 
Schlapper, 800m run, 2:10.53; 
Alex DePew, long jump, 
19-11.

Sixth places: Brock Chucka, 
220-yard dash 25.16; Cade 
Schlapper, high jump, 5-3.

Records/from A11


