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WOLTER REPORT

Two lakes, same story 
in the creel data
MAX WOLTER

“Creel surveys” are con-
ducted by DNR to gather 
important data on what 
anglers target, catch, and har-
vest. The surveys involve 
DNR staff interviewing 
anglers and getting counts of 
how many anglers are fishing. 
These are time consuming 
and can be expensive, espe-
cially for larger waterbod-
ies, but the data are incredibly 
valuable for setting harvest 
regulations, managing stock-
ing rates, and more.

We can also use insights 
from creel surveys to under-
stand how angler behav-
ior has changed over time. 
We are fortunate to have a lot 
of creel data for lakes in the 
Hayward area. Some lakes 
even have repeated creel sur-
veys over the span of several 
decades, which allows us to 
really look at changes in what 
people fish for, catch, and 
harvest through time.

Creel data from two lakes 
caught my eye recently. Both 
the Chippewa Flowage and 
Big Sissabagama are popu-
lar fisheries in our area that 
made their reputation as 
walleye and musky waters. 
Indeed, when you look at 
creel data from the 1990s we 
see over 55% of the angling 
effort was directed at just 
those two species in both 
lakes. In more recent creel 
surveys we see some new 

fish capturing the attention 
of anglers: panfish. By 2011, 
panfish accounted for over 
50% of all angling effort on 
the Chippewa Flowage, while 
walleye and musky com-
bined for around 25%. Pan-
fish effort remained higher 
than the combined walleye/
musky effort in 2022 on the 
Chip (with bass increasing in 
popularity as well).

A similar pattern was 
observed on Sissabagama, 
where 57% of effort in 1997 
went towards walleye/musky, 
but by 2015 that number 
shrank to 26%. The species 
that gained the most during 
that span of time in Sissabag-
ama was crappie, which went 
from 9% of all effort in 1997 
to almost 27% by 2015. These 
shifts are something for biol-
ogists to be aware of and ide-
ally we will be able to learn 
more about what’s driving 
this change in angler behav-
ior. Are anglers truly becom-
ing more interested in pan-
fish at the expense of wall-
eye and other gamefish, or are 
anglers shifting their priorities 
in some cases as a response to 
decreased fishing opportu-
nities for walleye? These will 
be key questions moving for-
ward as we deal with climate 
change, which is creating chal-
lenging conditions for walleye 
while panfish should be more 
resilient and provide consis-
tent fishing opportunities.

THURSDAY, FEB. 6
	■ Hurricanes sports: Girls 

basketball hosts Cumber-
land—JV game 5:45 p.m., var-
sity 7 p.m.; boys hockey at 
Baldwin-Woodville—JV game 
5 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: 
Girls basketball at Mellen—
JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 
7:15 p.m.; middle school girls 
volleyball hosts Bayfield, 
5:45 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 7
	■ Hurricanes boys basket-

ball at St. Croix Falls: JV game 
5:45 pm., varsity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: 
Boys basketball at Bayfield—
JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 
7:15 p.m.; middle school girls 
volleyball at Mellen, 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 8
	■ Hayward Lions Pre-Birkie, 

Birkie Ridge-Seeley, 10 a.m.
	■ Hurricanes sports: 

Cross-country skiers at Wis-
consin Nordic League state 
distance championships, 
Birkie Start Area, Cable, 9 a.m.; 

wrestlers at conference meet, 
Northwestern High School, 
Maple.

	■ LCO Migiziwag 8th grade 
girls volleyball at Butternut 
tournament, 8:30 a.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 9
	■ Hurricanes Nordic skiers 

at state distance champion-
ships, Birkie Start Area, Cable, 
9 a.m.

	■ North End Classic ski race, 
North End Trails, Cable, 10 a.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 10
	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: 

Girls basketball at Winter, 
6 p.m.; girls middle school 
volleyball at Solon Springs, 
5:45 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 11
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys 

hockey home game, Middle 
Border Conference playoff, 
7 p.m.; girls basketball at Lady-
smith: JV game 5:45 p.m., var-
sity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag boys bas-
ketball at Mellen—JV game 
5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

CATHY LAREAU

The Relic Riders annual 
Run for Fun snowmobile 
ride began about 14 years 
ago as the Kaye Johnson 
Memorial Ride hosted by 
the Sno-Trails Snowmobile 
Club. The ride originally 
honored Kaye, the deceased 
wife of Sno-Trails’ Bruce 
Johnson, and took place on 
Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO) 
and Whitefish lakes on the 
first Saturday of February.

The Relics used to help 
Sno-Trails with this ride, 
and eventually took it over 
6 years ago, at club presi-
dent Craig Bell’s insistence, 
renaming it ‘The Run for 
Fun’. To keep with tradition, 
the Relics always held the 
ride on LCO and Whitefish, 
until this year’s lack of snow 
forced them to move it over 
to the Chippewa Flowage.

The purpose of this ride, 
although no longer memo-
rializing Kaye Johnson, 
is to have fun and sup-
port local charities. Pro-
ceeds from this year’s ride 
will be donated to the Hay-
ward Senior Resource Cen-
ter and the Hayward ALS 
Foundation.

Club vice president Jeff 
Erdmann, and Ann ‘Swanie’ 
Swanson were the orga-
nizers of this year’s event, 
assisted by about 20 other 
volunteers who acted as ride 
leaders, ride sweeps, dead 
sled pick up crews, and con-
test announcers.

Registration began 
at 8:30 a.m. at the newly 
remodeled Chief Lake 
Lodge. The new, open layout 
was filled by our large group, 
but had it been the ‘old’ 
Chief Lake Lodge, we would 
not have been able to fit the 
50-60 riders and volunteers 
inside at all!

We have a lot of repeat 
riders from year to year- 
some travel from Iowa and 
Indiana, and some from the 
southern part of the state, 
who join in on this ride. We 
also see quite a few vintage 

sleds, and families riding 
each year.

The windy, cold morning 
on the lake greeted riders as 
they broke into two groups 
and left Chief Lake Lodge 
for their first destinations. 
Each group staggered lake 
riding with stops at Tree-
land Resort and Big Musky, 
before everyone met for 
lunch at Johnson’s Resort.

Lake riding was enjoyable, 
despite the snow getting 
thin in areas, but the short 
trails over roads and up to 
establishments were icy dirt 

at best. Still, the folks were 
happy to just be out riding. 
There was a mix of newer 
and older sleds on this run, 
and a few breakdowns kept 
the dead-sled crews busy 
throughout the day.

Each stop gave riders the 
chance to visit with each 
other, while Relic Rider vol-
unteers called out various 
games, and raffles to raise 
money for the chosen char-
ities.

Bruce McMillin, with his 
usual flair, ran trivia contests 
and told jokes at each place, 

while Bill Noonan using his 
arm-powered groan meter, 
hilariously measured the 
crowd’s groaning at Bruce’s 
jokes. The Alliance mas-
cot, Sawyer, rode along and 
oversaw all the activities at 
each place, with a grin on 
his face. I wish this Yeti crea-
ture could talk, as I’m sure 
he’d have some funny stories 
to share!

Johnson’s Resort was 
already filled with sled-
ders when the first group of 
Relic Riders pulled up, and 
I wondered how everyone 
was going to fit inside to eat. 
Luckily, most of the room 
cleared out soon before 
the second group of Rel-
ics arrived and most either 
found a seat or wandered 
around talking to others.

Brad and Becky Sander-
son were excellent hosts to 
our group- they had a nice 
lunch buffet set up for hun-
gry riders, and their quick 
smiles made everyone feel 
instantly welcome. While 
people ate, Bruce kept every-
one entertained with his next 
round of jokes and trivia, 
while Tammy Hamblin, Ann 
Leake, Sandy Peterson and 
Annette Erdmann ran more 
games and raffles through-
out the crowd.

Near the end of the day, 
back at Chief Lake Lodge, 
the Relics put on a ‘spark 
plug throwing contest’ and 
raffled off a jacket before the 
11 trophies were awarded to 
riders at the conclusion of 
the event. The Relic Riders 
are always thinking of dif-
ferent mementoes riders can 
take home — this year’s tro-
phies consisted of, youngest 
and oldest riders & snow-
mobiles, best vintage suit, 
hard luck award, Mr. Nice 
Guy award, and more.

Another successful Run 
for Fun, put on by a snow-
mobile club dedicated to 
making the best out of any 
situation and creating fun 
no matter what. This is what 
keeps us Relic Riders young, 
at least young at heart!

Relic Riders February 1 Run for 
Fun gives back to area charities

CATHY LAREAU

Dustin Smith from Eleva WI on a 1989 Yamaha Phazer.

Charlie Smith from Eleva WI on a 1991 Yamaha Phazer.

Thomas Bauer from Eleva WI on a 2000 Polaris Indy.

MOTORIZED REC SCOOP

Jennings was placed on 
two years probation and 
fined $579 for a misdemeanor 
bond violation Aug. 12, 2024. 
A charge of disorderly con-
duct (domestic abuse) was 
dismissed but read in. As con-
ditions of probation, he must 

take medications as pre-
scribed, not possess any fire-
arms and avoid any abusive 
contact with an individual.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Tyler W. Kissner, 32, Cedar 

Court, Cable, disorderly con-
duct (domestic abuse) July 
30, 2024, at a residence on 
Chapel Road in the town of 

Edgewater, $330.50 forfeiture.
Wade P. Bowling, 39, Bacon 

Strip, Hayward, disorderly con-
duct July 11, 2023, $579 fine.

RETAIL THEFT
Melissa S. McCullick, 37, 

Bruce, misdemeanor retail 
theft March 31, 2024, at 
Exeland Depot, one year of 
probation, $443 court costs, 

$45.51 restitution. A second 
count of retail theft was dis-
missed but read in.

Victor M. Sanchez, 36, Bruce, 
misdemeanor retail theft 
March 31, 2024, at Exeland 
Depot, one year of probation, 
$443 court costs, $45.51 res-
titution. A second count of 
retail theft was dismissed but 
read in.
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