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WOLTER REPORT

Fluctuations in our popular 
smallmouth fisheries
MAX WOLTER

One of the true gems of our 
local fishing landscape is small-
mouth bass in our big deep 
clear lakes. Grindstone, Round, 
Lac Courte Oreilles (LCO), 
and even Sand and White-
fish lake offer some of the best 
smallmouth fishing you can 
find in the Midwest. Generally 
speaking, anglers have shifted 
to a catch and release mindset 
for smallmouth bass in these 
waters, something we’ve been 
able to confirm with thousands 
of creel interviews. Still, inter-
est in preserving and enhanc-
ing those populations has led 
to strong support for more 
restrictive regulations. In 2018, 
the length limit was increased 
from 14 inches to 18 inches 
and the daily bag limit was 
dropped to 1 for smallmouth 
bass in Grindstone, Round and 
LCO. That’s about as close to 
“catch and release only” as we 
get when it comes to bass regu-
lations.

While we knew that har-
vest was not common in these 
waterbodies, the regulations 
had an important secondary 
purpose of signaling to anglers 
that these were trophy fisher-
ies where we expect fish to stick 
around for many years, hope-
fully reaching trophy size, and 
provide angling fun for a lot of 
people. Now, 6 years later, we’re 
getting our first look at what 
the angling regulations have 
done for these bass popula-
tions, and the results may sur-
prise you.

We conduct bass surveys 
on these three lakes roughly 
every 2-4 years. In Round, we 
have 2 surveys from before the 

regulation was changed, and 2 
after. In Grindstone and LCO 
we have 3 surveys, including at 
least one before and one after 
the regulation change for each 
lake. All three lakes are show-
ing a similar pattern when 
it comes to bass abundance, 
including lower abundance in 
the early 2010s, higher abun-
dance around 2020, and then 
lower abundance in the most 
recent surveys in 2023 and 
2024. Anglers may be surprised 
to hear that bass abundance has 
actually dropped (but is still at 
a healthy level) since the more 
restrictive regulations were put 
in place. But this is not a sur-
prising result. Since we knew 
bass harvest was not common, 
we should not expect that the 
population abundance would 
be driven by harvest and mak-
ing a regulation more restric-
tive would not impact the num-
ber of fish in the lake to much 
extent. Instead, we have to con-
clude that the driving factor 
for bass abundance in these 
lakes is likely environmen-
tal conditions. This becomes 
an even more likely explana-
tion when we see three separate 
lakes exhibiting the same pat-
tern. In other words, the con-
ditions that make for good or 
bad bass production on Grind-
stone are likely the same con-
ditions bass are experiencing 
over on Round Lake, and har-
vest doesn’t even really come 
into the picture. There’s cer-
tainly much more to learn 
about these populations and 
our team will continue to mon-
itor them and further evaluate 
the effectiveness of our angling 
regulations.

THURSDAY, JAN. 16
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys bas-

ketball hosts Cameron—JV and C 
games, 5:45 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.; girls 
hockey at Chippewa Falls-Menom-
onie—JV game 5 pm., varsity 
7 p.m.; girls wrestlers at Cameron, 
6 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag boys basketball 
at Solon Springs, 6:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 17
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys hockey 

home tournament—WSFLG vs. 
Lakeland, 4:30 p.m., Hayward vs. 
Rice Lake, 7 p.m.; girls basketball 
hosts Ashland—JV game 5:30 p.m., 
varsity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag girls basketball 

hosts South Shore, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 18
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys hockey 

home tournament—third place 
game, 9:30 a.m.; championship, 
noon; Nordic skiers at Hodag Chal-
lenge, Rhinelander; wrestlers at 
Muskego, 9:15 a.m.; girls hockey at 
Hibbing, 2 p.m.

	■ Seeley Big Fat Race (bicycles), 
Seeley area county forest trails, 
noon.

SUNDAY, JAN. 19
	■ Hurricanes Nordic skiers at 

Junior National Qualifier in Rhine-
lander.

	■ Hayward youth hockey home 
games: 8U Jamboree; Squirt B hosts 

RWD; Namekagon Rush 14U girls 
host Superior Icebreakers.

MONDAY, JAN. 20
	■ Hurricanes girls basketball at 

Spooner—JV game 5:30 p.m., var-
sity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag boys basket-
ball hosts South Shore—JV game 
5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 21
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys basket-

ball at Chetek-Weyerhaeuser—JV 
game 5:30 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.; boys 
hockey at Ashland, 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag girls basketball 
at Washburn—JV game 5:45 p.m., 
varsity 7:15 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES
The Northland Area Build-

ers Association (NABA) will 
host their 15th annual ice fish-
ing event on Nelson Lake from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday Jan. 
18, with registration, lunch and 
awards at the Gerlach Road 
public boat landing.

All are welcome to fish in the 
event, which includes prizes 
for the longest fish of various 
species, prize raffles and door 
prizes for adults and children.

A special note: This is free 
fishing weekend in Wisconsin, 
with no license required.

The entry fee is $10 for adults 
and $5 for children 14 and 
under. Lunch will be available 
for $5 per plate.

The first 40 kids to enter will 
receive a tip-up courtesy of 
Sawyer County Outdoor Proj-
ects and Education (SCOPE), 
and one lucky kid, ages 9-14, 
will receive a fish finder.

The grand prize drawing 
includes an Eskimo two-per-
son tent, Ion Alpha steel 8-inch 
auger, and a Marcum camera.

NABA is a nonprofit organi-
zation encompassing 15 high 
schools. Proceeds allow NABA 
to offer scholarships to stu-
dents entering into the trades 
and assist high school technical 
education programs to obtain 
necessary equipment.

For more information con-
tact NABA at 715-558-2097.

NABA to host ice fishing 
event on Nelson Lake

CATHY LAREAU

Recently I met with Dale Beis-
sel, Tom Steiner, and Mitch Cher-
mack from the Winter Huskies to 
find out more about this snowmo-
bile club.

I met the trio at their new 
groomer shed in Winter- and 
wow! what an impressive change 
from their cavernous old 1993 
building, which was still stand-
ing next-door. Two of the Alliance 
groomers were parked inside this 
heated, brightly lit shop, and the 
guys had a table filled with a lot of 
club history and documents for 
me to browse through.

Tom Steiner, who moved here 
full-time around 1980, has been 
the club’s treasurer for about 10 
years now. Steiner told me he 
graduated from school in Maus-
ton, but always considered the 
Winter cabin his family has owned 
since 1953, his home. Tom and 
his family have been members of 
either the Winter Huskies or the 
Loretta Trailblazers since the early 
1970’s. He has been an avid rider 
ever since their first Polaris snow-
mobile purchase in 1970.

Dale Beissel was our Alliance’s 
long-time winter trail boss until 
his retirement from that position 
last year. Beissel moved here from 
the Hastings, MN area in 1999, 
and purchased the Trailside Tav-
ern on Hwy 70. Dale told how he 
invited snowmobilers from MN 
over for a ride when he was new to 
the area and how Tom helped lead 
the group from Birchwood all the 
way to Winter. No one was famil-
iar with the area then so the ride 
was long and thrilling- his friends 
still talk about this fun adventure.

Mitch Chermack was involved 
with snowmobiling in St. Paul 
where he worked, but bought a 
vacation cabin here in 2008, when 
he joined the Winter Huskies. He 

purchased a permanent home in 
Ojibwa in 2020.

When I asked what it was like 
in the early days snowmobiling in 
the Winter area, the three of them 
recounted stories about how fun 
it used to be- there was a lot of 
camaraderie then and entire fam-
ilies just went out to ride. They 
didn’t care if a trail was groomed 
or not, they rode ditches if needed. 
Steiner exclaimed “back in the 

70’s, there wasn’t a lot of peo-
ple around and they didn’t worry 
about grooming-they were just 
happy to have a place to ride!”

Dale and Tom recalled how 
exciting it was to gather with other 
sledders- brat feeds, impromptu 
group rides to Trap-N-Fish for 
breakfast, grass drags, friends get-
ting together to just ride anywhere. 

Reminiscing with the Winter 
Huskies Snowmobile Club

CATHY LAREAU

Patches.

CATHY LAREAU

Groomers Dale Beissel, Tom Steiner, and Mitch Chermack.
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“Back then there weren’t 
as many private landowners 
like there is today, and people 
didn’t get excited by snow-
mobilers riding around”. We 
laughed at Dale’s comment 
“but when you broke down 
it was no fun….you couldn’t 
carry enough spark plugs 
with you and you couldn’t 
smell more like gas than you 
did back then.”

All three talked about 
the popularity of Big Bear 
Resort, down in the remote 
SE corner of the county — 
Mitch even has a 1968 pic-
ture of his grandparents on 
Beissel Grade, who rode to 
Big Bear all the time. Steiner 
said that there were so many 
sleds there, that if you didn’t 
park yours by a tree or other 
landmark, you couldn’t find 
it again when you came back 
out.

Mitch and Doug Mrotek 
recently talked about how 
the restaurants and busi-
nesses really did all the trail 
work early on, not the clubs, 
which were more social 
based back then.

Steiner said that when the 
Winter Huskies researched 
their information to apply 
for their IRS 501 ©3 status, 
they found the club began 
in 1969. Tom showed me a 
WALDO Association book-
let from the late 1960s or 
early 1970s with a rustic 
trail map of the Winter area, 
which included the Tusco-
bia, Trail 25, and several oth-
ers. The Loretta Trailblazers 

and Winter Huskies were 
mentioned in the book, and 
it showed Stan Shydlowski as 
the club president then.

Dale explained that when 
he started here in 1999, the 
Alliance, which had origi-
nally been one, had already 
broken into two groups- a 
north group led by Gene 
Middlestadt, and a south 
group led by the Mussers. 
Dale joined both groups but 
correctly predicted that both 
would merge into one again 
as the south had little sup-
port whereas the north was 
more unified with its 7 clubs.

Beissel recounted there 
were only 5 groomers for 
the whole county when he 
started, and 2 groomers were 
kept in Loretta. He started by 
grooming for both the north 
and south groups; “ Mid-
dlestadt told me that before I 
could groom, I had to change 
the oils and do all the main-
tenance and everything, after 
that, he took me out on Trail 
5 south, came back and said 
I was good to go — and you 
had to be really qualified to 
groom for Musser”.

Both Dale and Tom talked 
about the small, but import-
ant, things clubs did back 
then and how they miss 
those now — such as if you 
groomed a lot, you earned 
a grooming jacket from 
your club. Your grooming 
coat was like a status symbol 
when you wore it out in pub-
lic, and all the clubs’ groom-
ers showed them off. Tom 
brought out pictures of the 
Winter Huskies club patch 
and how popular they were 

to have on your snowmobile 
jacket then.

Around 2005, the Alli-
ance expanded and pur-
chased three new tractors 
and a Bombardier, and all 
three men noticed a change- 
processes became more reg-
ulated, things were run more 
business-like. Oh, the newer 
grooming equipment is nicer 
to drive, especially now, but 
the constant scrutiny, and 
GPS tracking has taken some 
of the fun out of grooming, 
remarked Dale. The trails 
they maintain are in some of 
the most remote areas of the 
county and they are all con-
cerned about the lack of cell 
service in case of emergen-
cies.

The Winter Huskies 
proudly hosts a few major 
fundraising events each year. 
2025 marks the 22nd Annual 
Big Boyz Vintage Run in 
remembrance of friend 
David Keller. This popular 
20-mile vintage sled event 
was started by Dale Beis-
sel out of his Trailside Tav-
ern for the few years until the 
Winter Huskies adopted it 
as their own. Dale, who still 
leads this event said of rid-
ers “they just want to fin-
ish the race!” as he comically 
described the cold morning 
as riders were trying to start 
their vintage machines in the 
parking lot of the groomer 
shed.

Their Winter Sno Xtrava-
ganza Snocross event, sanc-
tioned by the World Snow-
mobile Association (WSA) 
began in 2001. Our lack of 
snow has squashed plans 

for this year but look for it in 
coming years.

The Danzman Memo-
rial ride started in 2003, 
after the untimely death of a 
local snowmobiler who fell 
through the ice on the Chip-
pewa Flowage. This fund-
raiser creates 2 scholarships 
for the Winter School Dis-
trict. There is also a Shandley 
memorial ride the club holds 
yearly.

Every year the club hosts 
close to 100 ice fishermen at 
its Ice Fishing contest at Trap 
N Fish — it should be a good 
year for this!

Currently, the Winter 
Huskies have 13-14 volun-
teer groomers, and they hold 
monthly club meetings in the 
winter area. Last year, they 
held their club Christmas 
party in their new groomer 
shed and all three marveled 
at how great it was- it felt like 
the old-time gatherings!

The Winter Huskies club 
has a website at www.win-
terhuskies.com/ if you wish 
to learn more about this fas-
cinating club, its history, or 
if you’d like to join! They 
are also looking for dona-
tions to help finish their new 
groomer shed project- con-
sider donating to help keep 
this hard-working club going 
strong!

Another visit with snow-
mobile folks who have so 
much history, so many inter-
esting stories to share — 
there is not enough room 
to write about it all here, but 
I hope I gave you a good 
glimpse into the Winter 
Huskies.
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“These are those grind-
it-out games where you 
really learn the most about 
yourself, and who you are 
as a team. We found out 
that when we stick to our 
strategy and place a strong 
emphasis on outworking 
our opponent, we can really 
end up making a run in the 
second half of the season.

“As stated previously, we 
have to keep developing, 
and working to improve 
every single day. Our poten-
tial is only limited by how 
hard we work as a unit, 
and right now we’re mak-
ing huge strides that will 
pay dividends when the 
post-season rolls around.”

Hayward 30 35— 65
Cumber. 34 28 — 62

Hayward: FG/A-FT/A-
PF-TP: Caleb Springer, 7/17-
3/10-1-23; Lucas Hansen, 
5/12-0-2-12; Dawson Jorczak, 
3/8-0-5-7; Preston Sullivan, 
1/4-4/5-3-7; Ryker Chip-
man, 2/5-0-3-6; Kyle Gajew-
ski, 2/3-0-0-6; Tyler Eaton, 

1/8-0/3-1-2; Fred Principe, 
1/1-0/3-2-2; totals, 22/60-
7/21-65. 3-pt. FG: Springer 6, 
Gajewski 2, Hansen 2, Sulli-
van, Jorczak.

Cumberland: FG-FT/A-TP: 
Gavin Gores, 8-18/21-34; Troy 
Majewski, 3-2/2-9; Chayden 
Berghammer, 2-3/6-9; 
Jack Richter, 3-0-6; totals, 
18-23/29-62. 3-pt. FG: Ber-
ghammer 2, Majewski.

Hayward 46 32 — 78
Ladysmith 46 35 — 81

Hayward: FG/A-FT/A-
PF-TP: Lucas Hansen, 7/15-
4/6-3-19 19; Preston Sulli-
van, 6/8-4/6-4-16; Dawson 
Jorczak, 6/9-1/1-3-16; Tyler 
Eaton, 3/7-4/5-5-10, Ryker 
Chipman, 3/9-1/1-1-9, Caleb 
Springer, 3/10-0/1-3-8; Fred 
Principe, 01-0-2-0; Wyatt 
Lobitz, 0/1-0-0-0; totals, 
28/60-12/19—78. Lead-
ing rebounders: Hansen 9, 
Springer 6, Lobitz. 5.

Ladysmith points: Andrew 
Lehman 25, Braeden Little 20, 
Timmy Meltz 16, Cole Strop 
6, Louis Zimmer 4, Dane Pro-
haska 3, Ashton Clark 1. FG/A: 
28/69; FT/A: 15/17. 3-pt. FG: 
Little 6, Lehman 3, Meltz.
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CPONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Hayward Golf Club Women’s League donated six 
new golf bags to the Hayward Hurricanes girls golf team, 
accepted by Coach Wade Reier (center). These bags are top 
quality and have been embroidered with the Hurricane 
swirl as well as Hurricanes on the side. The team thanks 
the women’s league for thinking about the high school 
golf team and the future of the sport.

WOMEN GOLFERS DONATE 
TO GIRLS GOLF TEAM

CATHY LAREAU

This article came about 
on a snowy Sunday after-
noon, and I wondered if 
our Alliance clubs were 
going to start groom-
ing the snowmobile trails, 
closing them to UTV use. 
After discussions with our 
Alliance winter trail boss, 
Tim Davison, we decided 
to just alert riders that 
grooming may start sud-
denly- but right now, clubs 
are planning to ‘pan’ or 
prep the trail bases, which 
means UTVers can still use 
them. The Sawyer County 
Alliance will post groom-
ing status updates on their 
Facebook page.

You can ride everywhere 
in Sawyer County this win-
ter that you could ride 
during the summer rid-
ing season with these few 
exceptions and notes:

UTVs are not allowed on 
most trails once snowmo-
bile grooming begins. This 
can change suddenly so be 
sure to call ahead before 
driving here to ride.

ATVs, 900 lbs and 
under, are allowed on trails 
during winter, even during 
snow grooming.

Tuscobia Trail is open 
to both ATVs and UTVs 
even during snowmobile 
grooming.

Forest roads (not trails) 
normally approved for 
summer ATV use within 
the Chequamegon For-
est, will be open to ATVs/
UTVs even during snow-
mobile season.

You cannot ride ‘snow-
mobile-only’ trails. You 
must stay on ATV trails as 
shown on our map.

Flambeau River State 
Forest Trails (in SE section 
of Sawyer County)- these 
trails are closed to ATV 
use until May

Forest Road 203/Trail 21 
— This trail/route leading 
north from Moose Lake 
to Namekagon is closed to 
ATV use over winter

Trail 31 north of the Tus-
cobia Trail near Birchwood 
— this trail is closed until 
Memorial Day weekend

Our road routes are 
open all year to ATVs and 
UTVs. Our county roads 
(named with letters) are 
open for ATV use but this 
does NOT include county 
roads within the LCO Res-
ervation unless they are 

specifically signed for use. 
In addition, local roads in 
most of our municipali-
ties are open for ATV use. 
These roads will give good 
access to most lakes for 
further lake riding oppor-
tunities.

Pick up our new 2025 
Alliance map at most loca-
tions in Sawyer County. 
Also use the Trail Treker 
app for your best mapping 
solutions while riding in 
Sawyer County.

Businesses have been 
creating new ATV attrac-
tions. Amanda Wilson 
from Deerfoot shared a 
new ATV event with me:

“Gear up for an unfor-
gettable UTV Showcase 
at Deerfoot Lodge on the 
Chippewa Flowge on Sat-
urday, January 25th from 
2PM-5PM! We’ve teamed 
up with Hayward Power 
Sports and Ravek Off-
Road to bring you the ulti-
mate UTV experience on 
the ice. Test your skills on 
our agility course, take on 
the UTV Tug-of-War chal-
lenge, and enter your ride 
in the “Best Accessories” 
Contest. But that’s not all! 
We’ll have demo machines 
available for test drives, 
bonfires to warm up by, 
music, exciting giveaways, 
and more!

The fun continues with 
a Chippewa Flowage 
UTV Night Ride, depart-
ing from Deerfoot at 5PM. 
We’ll cruise by Shady 
Nook, Pat’s Landing, 
Chippewa Pines, and Big 
Musky, before returning to 
the Hoof. Whether you’re 
a seasoned rider or new to 
the UTV scene, come con-
nect with fellow enthu-
siasts and show off your 
machine!”

Chippewa Pines, located 
on Sandy Point Road on 
the Chippewa Flowage, 
is hosting an ATV event 
on Saturday January 18, 
beginning at 2 pm as well-
more information can be 
found on their Facebook 
page.

ATVers can ride roads 
to both events even if the 
trails are closed to UTVs 
due to snow grooming. 
Both Hayward Power 
Sports and Runamuck 
Rides are currently renting 
out both UTVs and snow-
mobiles for your winter 
vacation enjoyment. Come 
out and play!

Where can I ride 
my ATV in Sawyer 
County this winter?


