
Sawyer County Record - 01/08/2025 Page : A012

January 8, 2025 6:21 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A12    |   Wednesday, January 8, 2025 Sawyer County Record

WOLTER REPORT

Scoring Fishing 
Opportunities: 
Nelson Lake
MAX WOLTER

In this recurring series I 
rate local fishing opportu-
nities, by species, on a sim-
ple and recognizable 0-10 
rating scale. This rating 
aims to reflect catchability, 
size, and other elements of 
fishing quality with a sin-
gle number for each species 
and some notes about why 
it received that score. This 
week we look at Nelson 
Lake, which remains one 
of the most popular fish-
eries in the area through-
out some major shifts in the 
fish community.

Nelson Lake does not 
have musky. The rumor 
mill may protest this state-
ment, but I have yet to see 
anyone produce a photo of 
a musky from Nelson Lake, 
even in this age of a smart 
phone in every pocket. 
Northern pike score a 6 
for Nelson Lake, though 
we’d like to bring that score 
up. Pike have gotten more 
abundant, which has likely 
led to higher catch rates for 
anglers, but size has suf-
fered as a result, putting a 
dent in Nelson’s reputation 
as a trophy pike destina-
tion. An upcoming angling 

regulation change proposal 
seeks to address this. For 
walleye, Nelson scores a 3 at 
the moment.

Considerable work has 
gone into rehabilitating this 
once abundant population, 
but there is not a lot of suc-
cess to show for it. Wall-
eye present in Nelson today 
are mostly older/larger fish, 
which are impressive in 
size but not easy to catch. 
Bass in Nelson score an 8. 
Smallmouth are present 
in the lake, but it is large-
mouth bass that are far 
more common and absorb 
the bulk of the fishing pres-
sure. Largemouth size has 
increased while abun-
dance has remained strong, 
making for good bass fish-
ing action. Panfish receive 
a 5, with mixed reviews 
for each species. Perch 
are present, but gener-
ally small. Crappie are very 
abundant and provide great 
action for anglers, but size 
leaves much to be desired 
at the moment. Bluegill are 
abundant and offer a lit-
tle better size, with many 7 
inch and some 8 inch blue-
gill being caught by anglers 
regularly.

THURSDAY, JAN. 9
	■ Hurricanes sports: Wres-

tlers host Superior, 7 p.m.; 
girls basketball at Cam-
eron—JV game 5:45 p.m., 
varsity 7 p.m.; boys hockey 
vs. Regis-Altoona-McDonell 
at Altoona—JV game 5 p.m., 
varsity 7 p.m.; girls hockey 
vs. Northern Tier Stars JV at 
East Bethel, Minnesota Ice 
Arena, 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: 
Boys basketball hosts Mel-
len—JV game 5:45 p.m., var-
sity 7:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 10
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys 

basketball at Ladysmith—
JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 
7 p.m.; girls hockey hosts 
Wisconsin Valley Union, 
6 p.m.

	■ LCO Migizwag basket-
ball at Mercer: JV boys 4:15 
p.m, varsity boys 5:45 p.m.; 
JV girls 5:45 p.m., varsity girls 
7:15 p.m.

	■ Hayward PeeWee 12U 
hockey home tournament.

SATURDAY, JAN. 11
	■ Seeley Hills Classic 

at Birkie Trailhead, Cable, 
10 a.m.

	■ Hurricane wrestlers at 
Cadott Invitational, 9 a.m.

	■ Hayward PeeWee 
hockey home tournament.

SUNDAY, JAN. 12
	■ High school, middle 

school and 20K Nordic ski 
skate races at Birkie Trail-
head, Cable.

	■ Hayward PeeWee 
hockey home tournament

TUESDAY, JAN. 14
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys 

hockey hosts Amery—JV 
game 5 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.; 
Girls basketball hosts 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser—
JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 
7 p.m.; Nordic skiers vs. Chip-
pewa Valley Nordic at Eau 
Claire.

	■ LCO MIgiziwag girls bas-
ketball at Solon Springs, 
6:30 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

CATHY LAREAU

The Association of Wis-
consin Snowmobile Club’s 
(AWSC) winter 2025 
directors’ meeting was 
held over the weekend of 
January 3-5 at The Lodge 
at Crooked Lake, in Siren, 
Wisconsin.

This event was hosted 
by the Burnett County 
Snow Trails Association. 
Sue Smedegard, our AWSC 
secretary, is the treasurer of 
this Burnett County asso-
ciation- and her expertise 
planning this event helped 
ensure a delightful week-
end!

Many club members 
within this association put 
in long volunteer hours 
and donated raffle prizes 
for this meeting. Clubs in 
this organization include 
Cozy Corner Trails, Lakes 
& Pines Sno-Trails Lake 
Country Riders Snowmo-
bile Club, SNOWS, Won-
derland Sno-Trails, Phan-
tom Trail Riders Snowmo-
bile Club, and Turf & Tun-
dra ATV Club.

After the Friday 
check-in, guests enjoyed 
a lively social gathering at 
the Lodge while clubs ran 
the first raffle for some 
nice prizes. This relax-
ing atmosphere is great for 
directors and reps to get 
re-acquainted with each 
other, and informally talk 
about snowmobiling in 
their areas.

What a change from 
the last time we were here 
for the 2023 director’s 
meeting- when attend-
ees enjoyed guided snow-
mobile tours through Bur-
nett County, thanks to the 
generous snowstorm of 
December 2022.

The lack of snow this 
year couldn’t stop us from a 
Saturday of exploring Bur-
nett County though-di-
rectors and reps piled on 
a bus for a fun tour which 
included a few different 
stops for a taste of North-
woods hospitality!

Our Saturday night ban-
quet, catered by the Pour 
House in Siren, was one of 
the best AWSC meals that 
I can recall- and everyone 
raved about how tender 
and flavorful the chicken 
and beef were.

Senator Romaine Quinn 
often attends our meetings 
when they are held in this 

area, but he couldn’t make 
it, so our state representa-
tive from the 74th Assem-
bly District, Chanz Green, 
came to visit our group.

Representative Green is 
well versed in motorized 
sports, the tourism value 
of snowmobiling, and the 
issues we face, so he was 
kept busy in conversa-
tions throughout the ban-
quet evening. The execu-
tive board and many other 
directors told me how 
impressed they were with 
his knowledge and interest 
in our organization.

The Director’s meet-
ing on Sunday was all 
business as we made our 
way through the lengthy 
agenda. First, Don Tay-
lor, Chair of the Burnett 
County Board of Supervi-
sors, gave a supportive wel-
come speech. AWSC Pres-
ident Lori Heideman took 
over with her report on 
fundraising practices, our 
youth groups, and schol-
arship opportunities. She 
told us that AWSC has sold 
almost 43,000 trail passes 
so far, and that the launch 
of our new raffle calendar 
has been successful.

Randy Murdoch, our 
AWSC vice president, 
spoke of a few legal issues 
he’s been working on, fol-
lowed by Secretary Sue 
Smedegard’s report on 
Travel Wisconsin trail con-
dition reporting. Our trea-
surer, Steve Clark, went 
over his report and talked 
about options the board 
has been looking at to 
reduce operating costs.

Executive Director, 
Mike Holden, relayed 

best practices for clubs 
to follow with new mem-
bers and volunteers, and 
he briefed us on the Gov-
ernor’s Snowmobile Rec 
Council ad hoc commit-
tees who are taking a closer 
look at funding bridge 
repairs/replacements, and 
cost overruns in the grants 
process. These issues will 
be further addressed at the 
February 6th Rec Coun-
cil meeting in Arbor Vitae. 
The Governor’s Snowmo-
bile Recreation Council is 
made up of 15 members 
appointed by the governor 
and advises the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
on the snowmobile fund-
ing program.

Our AWSC office man-
ager went over bids for 
future meeting locations, 
AWSC annual elections 
coming up at our March 
Convention, and told us all 
to watch the AWSC Face-
book page on January 29th 
for a live feed of our first 
raffle calendar drawing.

Miss Snowflake, Jayme 
Crotteau, is in the pro-
cess of gathering snow-
mobile gear from the busi-
nesses who are sponsor-
ing her reign, and she was 
quite excited about her 
snowmobile adorned with 
an amazing wrap! She has 
been busy visiting clubs 
and events across the state 
and is looking forward to 
snow!

After reports from the 
executive board, the group 
broke into their individual 
committees. The AWSC 
currently has 17 different 
committees that members 
are expected to serve on 

— everything from Trails, 
Memberships, Youth, 
Environmental, to Fund-
raising, Legislative and 
Safety, and more. These 
committees take a deeper 
dive into their topics and 
the issues that might affect 
us. Don Mrotek is the chair 
of the Multi-Use Trails 
Committee, and I am on 
the Legislative Committee.

The general AWSC 
meeting resumed after 
committees finished their 
meetings. Each chair gave 
their committee report, 
and their recommenda-
tions to address any con-
cerns affecting their com-
mittee’s topic. Sometimes 
directors will vote on an 
action presented by a com-
mittee; other times, we’ll 
kick it back for more infor-
mation.

If I were to report all the 
activity from these com-
mittees, I’d need a whole 
page in the paper! If you 
have questions or would 
like details about AWSC, 
reach out to me. One of 
my responsibilities as the 
AWSC Sawyer County 
Director is to keep our 
snowmobile clubs and 
members informed, so 
this week I’ll get a detailed 
AWSC newsletter out to 
everyone.

Another excellent 
AWSC meeting is on 
the books — next is our 
annual Spring Conven-
tion in March! I really hope 
we will be sharing actual 
snowmobiling stories at 
the next meeting- it’s been 
a good long while since 
we’ve enjoyed that.

Winter 2025 AWSC Directors 
Meeting in Siren, Wisconsin

CATHY LAREAU

Left to right: Representative Chanz Green, AWSC Legislative Committee chair Sam Landes 
(D-Dane Co), and 2024-25 AWSC Miss Snowflake Jayme Crotteau.

THE DRIVING FORCE — MOTORIZED REC SCOOP


