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WOLTER REPORT

Scoring Fishing 
Opportunities: 
The Chippewa 
Flowage
MAX WOLTER

In this recurring series I rate local 
fishing opportunities, by species, on 
a simple and recognizable 0-10 rat-
ing scale. This rating aims to reflect 
catchability, size, and other elements 
of fishing quality with a single num-
ber for each species and some notes 
about why it received that score. This 
week we look at Lake Chippewa, bet-
ter known as The Chippewa Flowage.

“The Chip” is one of the largest, 
most historic, and popular fisher-
ies anywhere in Wisconsin. It is also 
a very hard-working fishery, host-
ing anglers from all over the country 
and sustaining a harvest of hundreds 
of thousands of fish annually (based 
on creel survey estimates). The pop-
ularity of the fishery and the amount 
of harvest that happens likely has a 
moderating effect on fishing quality, 
which scores well across many cate-
gories, but few species would be con-
sidered truly exceptional relative to 
all the other fishing opportunities in 
the area.

For musky, I score the Chippewa 
Flowage as an 8. This large lake has 
top end size potential and diverse 
habitats for musky to use. Aggres-
sive stocking and pike control have 
worked to increase angler catch rates, 
with some early success to report 
from those efforts.

Walleye score a 9 at the moment. 
The Chip has the most abundant 
walleye population in the immediate 
area at around 4-5 adults per acre and 
continued strong recruitment. This 
walleye population is resilient and 
allows for good catch rates, while also 
offering good enough size structure 
to produce some keeper fish and a few 
occasional trophies. Northern pike in 
the Chip score a 5.

Pike are not difficult to catch, and 
in fact many are caught on accident by 
anglers targeting other species. Size is 
typically not exceptional, and while 
a few mid-30-inch fish (or larger) are 
caught by anglers, by far the more 
common size is 17-21 inches. Harvest 
of smaller pike is still encouraged as 
a means to improve overall pike size 
and help musky abundance.

Largemouth bass score a 5 as well, 
with better largemouth opportunities 
on the west side than the east. Small-
mouth score slightly higher at a 6, 
with better opportunities in the east. 
Smallmouth are fairly abundant if you 
know the areas to look, and size can 
be ok, but rarely exceptional. Panfish 
score a 7 with strong populations of 
bluegill and crappie that offer decent 
catch rates and quality, though cer-
tainly not trophy, size. Nice perch can 
also be caught by anglers who know 
where to find them in this expansive 
lake.

THURSDAY, JAN. 30
	■ Hurricanes sports: Wrestlers host Ash-

land and Spooner, 6 p.m.; boys hockey hosts 
Northwest Icemen—JV game 5 pm., varsity 
7 p.m.; boys basketball at Barron—JV game 
5:45 pm.., varsity 7 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag varsity girls basketball 
hosts Hurley, 6 p.m.

	■ Hayward Middle School girls basket-
ball hosts Barron: 7th grade game 5 p.m., 8th 
grade 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 31
	■ Hurricanes sports: Girls basketball hosts 

St.. Croix Falls—JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 
7 p.m; girls co-op hockey vs. Fond du Lac 

Warbirds at Blueline Family Ice Center—var-
sity 5 p.m., JV 8 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag boys basketball at Drum-
mond: JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 1
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys hockey hosts La 

Crosse Aquinas—JV game 3:15 p.m., varsity 
5 p.m.; girls varsity wrestlers, JV boys wres-
tlers at Menomonie, 9 a.m.; Nordic skiers at 
state sprint championships, Ariens Nordic 
Center, Brillion, 10 a.m; girls co-op hockey vs. 
Appleton Xavier at Appleton Family Ice Cen-
ter—JV game 11:30 a.m., varsity 1:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 2
	■ Hurricanes Nordic skiers at state sprint 

championships, Ariens Nordic Center, Bril-
lion.

MONDAY, FEB. 3
	■ Hurricanes girls basketball hosts Rice 

Lake—JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.
	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: Girls basketball at 

Bayfield: JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.; 
middle school girls volleyball at Solon 
Springs, 5:45 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 4
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys hockey hosts 

Ashland—JV game 5 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.; girls 
co-op hockey at Northland Pines, 5 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag boys basketball at Hurley: 
JV game 5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

CATHY LAREAU 

Saturday, January 25 I ven-
tured out to Deerfoot Lodge and 
Resort on the Chippewa Flow-
age for their first Winter UTV 
Showcase & Night Ride event. I 
didn’t ride my Wildcat there as 
my day outside of this event was 
filled with other tasks I had to 
do. I felt a twinge of envy when I 
pulled up and saw all my fellow 
UTVers gathering on the lake, 
and I was there only with my car.

I found Deerfoot’s Operations 
Manager, Robyn Stryker, inside 
organizing a table of door prizes. 
Stryker explained how the idea 
came about for this new event: 
“It was the brainchild of me and 
my father, I asked him to help 
me figure out how to bring peo-
ple out and about when we have 
no snow. Maybe something with 
UTVs, get them out and excited 
to ride” Her dad suggested some 
type of contest or agility test for 
UTVers.

Deerfoot owner, Amanda 
Wilson, loved the idea and the 
two of them began planning 
their first UTV Showcase, which 
came together with the support 
of many volunteers and spon-
sors.

I am sure riders were rejoicing 
over Saturday’s forecasted tem-
peratures in the low 20s; a heat-
wave compared to the recent 
sub-zero temps we’ve had. No 
one counted on the howling, 
arctic wind that came that day 
though. Most riders, clothed in 
snowmobile gear, were not fazed 
by the biting gusts, but I found 
myself hovering near the warm 
bonfire whenever I got the 
chance. Plus, that put me close 
to the Musky, Sno & ATV Coun-
try promotional table, where 
they were selling scrumptious 
fundraising pudding shots, and 
showing off their Alliance Pis-
tenBully snow groomer.

I glanced around the fro-
zen landscape to see many dif-
ferent side-by-sides lined up 
in groups that spread out from 

the shoreline, and more kept 
coming! The entry to the lake 
was bordered by tables covered 
with merchandise, promotional 
items, and refreshments, and 
manned by volunteers.

It was a busy day on the Chip-
pewa Flowage, but relent-
less blowing snow clouded the 
view of nonstop snowmobil-
ers as they zipped along the 
staked lake trail near us. Curi-
ous sledders pulled up to see 
what was going on, and a group 
riding antique snowmobiles cut 
through on their way to their 
next vintage run destination.

So many different makes, 
models, and styles of bug-
gies! Motorsports enthusiasts 

mingled with each other as they 
walked around to check out the 
different set-ups.

Kevin Bushnick, from the 
Sawyer County Search & Res-
cue came in a rig outfitted with 
more equipment than I’ve ever 
seen- and I believe he won the 
best overall award in the Acces-
sory contest.

Brent Schroeder, Ashley 
Schroeder and Mark Woyak 
from Hayward Power Sports 
hauled in three demo machines 
from their new Can-Am and 
Polaris lines and donated some 
great giveaway prizes.

The RAVEK Off-Road group 
of Brandon and Stacey West-
phal, and Travis and Julie Moses 

came loaded with RAVEK prod-
ucts from their enticing line 
of UTV lighting and comfort 
accessories, to help promote this 
event.

Our regional director from 
the Wisconsin ATV Association 
(WATVA), Greg Olson, shared 
a spot at the bonfire with me 
while we talked about the inau-
gural Let’s Ride Expo, a state-
wide celebration of motor sports 
opportunities, coming to Osh-
kosh on May 2-4, 2025.

Throughout the day, riders 
ventured in and out of Deerfoot 
to claim their door prizes, warm 
up a bit or grab a complimentary 
pulled pork sandwich. I ran into 
many familiar faces- neighbors 
from when I lived on the flow-
age, folks I’ve ridden snowmo-
biles or ATVs with, and peo-
ple connected to motor sports in 
some way.

The agility events began 
mid-afternoon, and onlook-
ers gathered to cheer for their 
favorite drivers. One-by-one, 
riders shot through the timer 
gate and tried their best to nav-
igate the challenging agility 
course set up by the RAVEK 
Off-Road crew.

Deerfoot’s Winter UTV Showcase & Night Ride

CATHY LAREAU

UTVs showed up in full force.

Snowmobilers showed up as well.
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SUPER PARTYFOOTBALL & POKER
FEB
9TH

1PM
5PM

DYE HARDS AT BIG FISH GOLF

WEAR YOUR TEAM
COLORS AND GET
FREE JELLO SHOTS
WHEN YOUR TEAM
SCORES

CHARITY POKER
TOURNAMENT AT 1PM
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR

THE HAYWARD SPORTS
CENTERBIG FISH EVENT CENTER

1:00 pm $40 buy in poker
tourney w/ 20 rebuy and add-
on. Bounty game, props, high

hand & more. Pizza & wing
specials. Come have fun, raise

money for a good cause.

From 4-5pm $1 off domestics.
During the game: food & drink
specials, raffles, prizes, half

time contests, big game
squares & more super fun!

WATCH THE GAME ON ONE OF
OUR 8 NEW BIG SCREENS

THE DYE HARD

THE DYE HARDER

THE DYE HARD WITH A VENGEANCE

THE LIVE FREE OR DYE HARD

$12

$13

$14

$16

DYE HARD
BBQ BURGERS
Double the Pleasure

Add $3 for extra patt
ie

Smash Burgers

THE GOOD DAY TO DYE HARD

$15

Cheddar Cheese, Grilled Onions, Lettuce, Tomato,
Smothered with our own Dye Hards BBQ Sauce

The Dye Hard with Bacon

The Dye Hard with Bacon and Pulled Pork

Live Free or Dye Hard w/ Pepperjack & Jalapenos

Cheddar Cheese, Onion Rings, Bacon, Pulled Pork,
Lettuce, Tomato, Smothered w/ Dye Hards BBQ Sauce

NEW ITEMS ADDED TO THE MENU

For More Information on our EVENTS Visit our Facebook page.  Facebook.com/BigFishGolfClub
14122 W True North Lane, Hayward WI  |  715-934-4770  |  GolfBigFish.com  |  Simulator and Bar 9 AM - Close • Restaurant 11 AM - 9 PM

Big Fish Golf  is  under NEW MANAGEMENT.

LOVIN’
COUNTRY

February 
2nd

1:00 PM
BIG FISH

GOLF EVENT
CENTER
$10 Tickets

The tug-of-war games 
were entertaining. The bat-
tle between Jimmy Goodie 
and Richardson threw 
up huge plumes of blow-
ing snow as their machines 
fought for traction, while 
the crowd kept trying to 
guess who would win.

After the judging of the 
Best Accessory contest 
was complete, the Deer-
foot crew gathered all the 
contestants for a fun lit-
tle award ceremony, which 
included ‘Olympic style’ 
medals for the winners. 
Here is a list of all winners:

Agility Course Sport 
Division: Brett Carlson, 
Cullen Keuth, and Dane 
Lihrman

Agility Course Utility 
Division: Eric Roberts and 
Jimmy Goodie

Tug-o-War Champs: 
Jimmy Goodie and Mike 
Bateman

Best Accessories Contest:
Pavement Princess — 

Holly Christison
Loudest Stereo — Jimmy 

Goodie
Coolest Lights — Gene 

Richardson
Best Overall — Kevin 

Bushnick
It was all smiles and 

laughs near the end of 

the day — riders showed 
off their winning med-
als, others handed out 
some good-natured rib-
bing to those who didn’t 
win. Under a beautiful set-
ting sun, UTVers said their 
goodbyes to each other as 
the night ride group pre-
pared to head out.

Gene and Michelle Rich-
ardson organized the last 
activity- a night ride on the 
Chippewa Flowage. Gene 
and Michelle hold sev-
eral themed ATV rides 
throughout the year and 
draw riders from all over 
to the Hayward area. Many 
of their regular riders from 
the Minnesota and west-
ern Wisconsin areas came 
today to try their luck at the 
contests and ride the flow-
age that night.

This first UTV Showcase 
was a success, and I hope 
it will become an annual 
event. Amanda Wilson and 
Robyn Stryker expressed 
gratitude for all the volun-
teers and support from the 
many sponsors who made 
this event so special.

These great ideas, born 
out of the threat of another 
poor winter season, prove 
just how resourceful and 
innovative our northwoods 
business community can 
be!

Ride/from A12

(Sunday January 5th, 2025) 
Troy was flying back to his 
home in Iowa today. We took 
him to the airport then went 
for breakfast. We had a nice 
breakfast in Cape Coral. After 
breakfast Mike and I went 
out fishing. I had only two 
days left so I wanted to make 
the best of it. We loaded up 
the Flats boat, checked our 
water level and proceeded out 
the canal to the bigger water. 
We had a beautiful day with 
temperatures in the 70’s and 
plenty of sunshine. Mike, who 
is an excellent tour guide, took 
me for a boat ride first check-
ing out several new fishing 
spots. We got a beautiful view 
of Fort Myers from the ocean. 
A beautiful view. We were 
out about five miles when we 
came upon a long sand bar.

We fished for stripers along 
this bar but ended up catch-
ing Sea Trout. We only caught 
six fish and then moved on. 
We moved in around some of 
the many mangrove islands 
that are in that area. The 
action got wild for about two 
hours. We were catching Red 
Fish and Sea Trout. We had 
boated just over seventy-five 
fish when we decided to move 
back towards the harbor. We 
had a wonderful afternoon 
with a lot of success. We had 

no complaints about the fish-
ing. That afternoon at 4:30 we 
stopped for the day. We had 
to come back and take care 
of Mike and Kelly’s Labrador 
dogs. Feed water and exercise 
them. After taking care of the 
dogs, we went for dinner and 
then returned to Mike and 
Kelly’s home to relax.

(Monday Jan. 6th) My last 
full day in Florida. It has got-
ten routine but back to the 
sport shop for our shrimp /
bait then out on the water for 
one last time. Temperatures 
have dropped a little. Only, in 
the 60s today. Fishing slowed 
down a little, but it was still a 
good day. By late afternoon 
Mike and I had a total of over 
four hundred fish during my 
seven-day trip. We did not fish 
every day, but when we were 
out on the water, we did catch 
fish. Some of days we were out 
for as long as 6 hours and some 
days 3-4 hours. It was an excit-
ing 7 days even though we did 
not get out on the big ocean 
and fish for grouper. I will be 
back again. I want that two 
hundred pounder. Maybe still 
this winter?

(Tuesday morning January 
7, 2025)

All of us got up at around 
6:00 AM. Mike had to head 
north for a sport show in St. 
Louis and I had to head home. 
After saying goodbye and 
thank you to Mike, he got in 

his truck and headed north. 
Kelly and I went for break-
fast and then to the airport 
in Fort Myers. My flight left 
shortly after 12 noon. We flew 
from Fort Myers to Washing-
ton DC.

We had a problem while 
trying to land in Washing-
ton because of high winds the 
airport only had one runway 
open. After circling the air-
port for 30 minutes it was time 
to land before we ran out of 
fuel. The pilot told me on the 
way off the plane that we came 
close to flying to Baltimore so 
we could land. Our fuel was 
getting low he said.

We had a short layover in 
DC, then it was off to Chi-
cago. I had a 3-hour layover in 
Chicago, so I went for dinner. 
After a nice expensive meal 
for a cheeseburger and fries 
we left Chicago at 9:30 arriv-
ing in Eau Claire at 10:30 PM.

I took my time driving 
home, which took me two ½ 
hours. I had to stop for a short 
power nap because of being 
very tired. It is good to be 
home. I enjoyed every bit of 
my fishing vacation and will 
love to do it again. I thank my 
wife Barb for encouraging me 
to do it. Next on my calendar 
will be a trip to Mike’s Cana-
dian fishing camps the mid-
dle of May to fish for North-
ern Pike and Lake trout and 
Walleye.

Mike just called me this 
morning Jan. 26th. He is at 
a sport show in Tulsa Okla-
homa. He told me that he is 
almost filled at all of his Cana-
dian camp’s for this summer. 
He got me excited. I told him I 
will see you in May. (END)

Birthdays this week are as 
follows. Robin Woodie, Robin 
Laier and Derek Sorenson, all 
three, will have their birthday 
on the 30th of January. Jack 
Levis and Benny Mulius both 
have their birthdays on the 
2nd of February, Cara Carl-
son on the 3rd and Paige Ray-
mond on the 5 th February 
Happy Birthday to all of you. 
There is just one anniversary 
this week. Tom Thiergart-
ner and Lisa Holguin will cel-
ebrate their anniversary on 
Feb.1st. Happy anniversary 
to you.

Stay safe everyone and 
enjoy your week with 
cold temperatures. Please 
send your items of inter-
est to my new e-mail address 
emta984@gmail.com or call 
my landline at 715-462-4448 
or my cell at 715-577-8880. 
Moose Lake Improvement 
association website is http://
mliahaywardwi.org The 
Town of Round Lake Web site 
is https://www.townofround-
lakewi.org and the Round 
Lake Fire Department website 
is https://townofroundlake-
fire-rescue.org

Moose Lake/
from A9


