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The Hayward Community 
Schools Board of Education has 
two open seats in the April elec-
tion, held now by Michael Kelsey 
and Lynell Swenson. As of Dec. 
18, Kelsey has filed for re-elec-
tion.

In the City of Hayward, an elec-
tion will be held for mayor and 
four seats on the City Council. 
The incumbents are Gary Gillis, 
Mayor; and Alderpersons Randy 
Hill, District One; Chris Hofer, 
District Two; Ward Williamson, 
District Three; and Linda Hand, 
District Four.

The local town board seats up 
for election and the incumbents 
are:

Bass Lake: Chairperson, Justin 
Hall; supervisor, Marshall Sav-
itski; supervisor, Don Adams; 
treasurer, Laura Bruce.

Edgewater: Chairperson, Pete 
Baribeau; Supervisor, Jamie Skar; 
Supervisor, Scott Spaeth.

Hayward: Chairperson, Ben-
jamin Kurtzweil; two supervisor 
positions, now held by Andrea 
Wittwer and Gary Inhoff.

Hunter: Chairperson, Laura 
Rusk; two supervisor positions, 
now held by Dennis Clagettt and 
Mark Phillips; Clerk, Patty Swaf-
field; Treasurer, Cindy Gutsch.

Lenroot: Chairperson, Gordon 

Christians; two supervisor posi-
tions, now held by Michael 
Bandow and Jack Sjostrom; 
Clerk, Robert Ubbelohde; Trea-
surer, Rebecca Brunner-Sroede.

Round Lake: Chairperson, 
Rolfe Hanson; two supervisor 
positions now held by Kay Wil-
son and Daniel Palmer; Clerk, 
Kathy McCoy; Treasurer, Victo-
ria Palya.

Sand Lake: The Town caucus 
to nominate candidates will be 
held at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 13. 
The positions to be elected and 
the incumbents are: Chairper-
son, Robert Langham; super-
visor, Michael Rossio; supervi-
sor, George Shedivy; town clerk, 
Elaine Nyberg; town treasurer, 
Joan Rainville.

Spider Lake: Two supervisor 
positions, now held by incum-
bents Deb Amery and Lee Seib-
ert.

At the state level, there will 
be an election for Wisconsin 
Supreme Court justice. Incum-
bent Ann Walsh Bradley is not 
running for re-election.

The Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals, District Three, will have 
one seat up for election, held now 
by Lisa Stark of Eau Claire.

If there are more than two can-
didates for each position, a pri-
mary election will be held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 18.
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THURSDAY, DEC. 26
	■ Hurricanes boys hockey vs. 

Rochester Century-John Marshal 
at Rochester Kiwanis Hockey Fes-
tival-Graham Arena, 3 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 27
	■ Hurricanes boys basketball at 

Amery, 6 p.m.
	■ Hurricanes Co-op girls hockey 

vs. Eau Claire Area Stars at Corner-
stone Community Center in Ash-
waubenon, 10:30 a.m.

	■ Hurricanes wrestlers at 
Northern Badger tournament, 

River Falls.
	■ Hurricanes boys hockey vs. 

La Crescent-Hokah at Rochester 
Kiwanis Hockey Festival, 2:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 28
	■ Hurricanes Co-op girls hockey 

at Ashwaubenon, to be deter-
mined.

	■ Hurricanes boys hockey vs. 
Rochester Mayo at Rochester 
Kiwanis Hockey Festival, 4:15 p.m.

	■ Hurricanes wrestlers at North-
ern Badger tournament, River 
Falls.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

MAX WOLTER

The kids have a saying 
for when they hear some-
thing that sounds a bit out-
rageous: “Photo or it didn’t 
happen”. It’s a decidedly 
modern phrase, born from 
the first generations that 
have had the ability to cap-
ture basically everything in 
their life in high-resolution 
and easily-sharable photos 
or video. As a result, it seems 
like no special event or phe-
nomenon goes uncaptured 
or undocumented these 
days, whether that’s spectac-
ular views of the northern 

lights, remarkable vistas 
in remote corners of our 
National Parks, or even 
strange animal encounters. 
Whether we agree with the 
sentiment or not, “photo or 
it didn’t happen” is now a 
driving cultural mindset to 
verify experiences.

But there is some real 
application for “photo or it 
didn’t happen” in fish man-
agement too. Our fisher-
ies surveys serve to doc-
ument what fish are in a 
lake, yet they capture just a 
small subset of what’s out 
there and rare species have 
the potential to get missed. 

Reports from the public 
can be very useful to docu-
ment rare or new invasive 
species, provided they can 
be verified! This is where 
modern camera technol-
ogy becomes very useful. 
An angler catching some-
thing truly rare can now eas-
ily snap a picture and send it 
to a fish biologist electroni-
cally, oftentimes before even 
leaving the water and with a 
GPS location. The flip side 
of this is when we get a sen-
sational report from an 
angler that does not come 
with any kind of photo ver-
ification.

In our area, the most 
common form of this is 
anglers claiming to have 
caught a musky in a lake 
where they are not native 
and have not been docu-
mented. To me, this is the 
ultimate case of “photo or it 
didn’t happen” for fish man-
agement. Catching a musky 
in a lake where they are not 
known to exist would cer-
tainly be an event worth 
documenting with a quick 
photo, one would think, and 
with 90% of U.S. adults now 
having smart phones (the 
percentage is even higher 
for younger people) there’s 

a camera ready to go in 
almost every pocket. This 
is a big reason why unveri-
fied (i.e. no photo) reports 
get a lot more skepticism in 
these modern times. A scar-
ring lesson I learned in this 
area came from the Chip-
pewa Flowage earlier in my 
career. 

We received a report of 
“hundreds” of smallmouth 
bass carcasses in the trash 
at one of the state boat land-
ings. This was of interest, 
because at the time we had 
concerns about whether 
anglers would know the dif-
ference between the two 

bass species if they had dif-
ferent seasons and regu-
lations. I found out where 
the trash from that area 
had been taken and went 
to open the bags to find 
the carcasses. That stom-
ach-churning hour at the 
dump produced hundreds 
of crappie and bluegill car-
casses, in various states of 
decomposition, but not a 
single bass carcass. This was 
a classic case where I should 
have asked for a photo from 
the person who made the 
report, because we found 
out the hard way this proba-
bly didn’t happen!

WOLTER REPORT

‘Photo or it didn’t happen’ fish management philosophy

CATHY LAREAU

As I was driving to Colo-
rado for my son’s college gradu-
ation, I heard that the tempera-
tures in Sawyer County dipped 
down to below zero ranges, and it 
excited me! “Those low tempera-
tures are sure to freeze our lakes for 
a great snowmobile trail base this 
year” I thought to myself as I was 
approaching a balmy 50 degrees in 
Colorado.

I just returned to Hayward and 
found a nice start to our snow base 
— perhaps we will get the winter 
that we were robbed of last year.

Below is some information for 
folks who are not familiar with 
snowmobiling and where snow-
mobiles can ride, in addition to 
trails and routes:

Snowmobilers are allowed to 
ride from their homes or lodging 
to the nearest snowmobile trail or 
route- although they must stay off 
the road surface unless that road 

is approved for snowmobile use. 
Many municipalities in Sawyer 
County have ordinances in place 
which allow snowmobilers to ride 
on the roadway instead of shoul-
ders and/or ditches for this pur-
pose.

This is different from ATVing 
— there is no state law that allows 
ATVers to ride from their homes 
or lodging to the nearest trail or 
route.

Then, snowmobilers can also 
ride road ditches, which confuses 
people who believe they ‘own’ the 
property in front of their home all 
the way to the road surface, when 
in fact, these are road rights-of-
way, where snowmobilers can ride.

Most snowmobilers prefer not to 
ride on the shoulders of local roads 
or in the ditches along state and 
county highways, but sometimes 
it’s the only way to get around if a 
trail is not nearby.

Here is an excerpt from the Wis-
consin Statutes — Snowmobile 

Chapter 350.02(2)(b):
(b) Snowmobiles may be oper-

ated adjacent to a roadway with 
due regard to safety in the follow-
ing manner:

1. Along U.S. numbered high-
ways, state and county highways 
at a distance of 10 or more feet 
from the roadway. Travel upon the 
median of a divided highway is 
prohibited except to cross.

2. Along town highways outside 
of the roadway.

3. During daylight hours travel 
may be in either direction regard-
less of the flow of vehicular traffic.

4. At night travel shall conform 
to the direction of vehicular traffic 
in the nearest lane unless the snow-
mobile is operated on a designated 
and marked snowmobile trail.

That’s all I have for you on this 
busy holiday week- please spread 
love and acceptance to your fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors — life is 
too short for anything else. Merry 
Christmas!

Looks like snowmobile season is on its way!
More snow is on the way.
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