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THURSDAY, OCT. 17
	■ Hurricanes sports: Boys soccer hosts Wash-

burn-Bayfield, 4:30 p.m. girls volleyball at 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser—JV and C matches 
5:45 p.m., varsity 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT. 18
	■ Hurricanes varsity football hosts Northwest-

ern, 7 p.m., Senior Night

SUNDAY, OCT. 20
	■ Hayward composite mountain bike team at 

state championships, Trek Trails, Waterloo

SPORTS SCHEDULES

MAX WOLTER

The Hayward Lakes Chapter of Muskies Inc. 
held their annual fall tournament on Octo-
ber 4-6. This tournament has been happening 
on the same weekend for several decades. The 
club has been kind enough to share records 
going back to 1987, allowing us to analyze the 
results and make some general conclusions 
about trends in our local musky fisheries.

Most of our popular local musky waters are 
included in this tournament, and anglers get 
to choose where they want to spend their time 
fishing. Only muskies over 34 inches can be 
registered. 510 total anglers participated in this 
year’s event, the highest number since 2010. 
An extremely windy 2024 tournament week-
end may have had some impacts on angler 
behavior. Some of the large open lakes did 
not produce many tournament fish, includ-
ing Lac Courte Oreilles (2 fish), Round (0), and 
Sand (0). Instead, anglers found fish in lakes 
with more complex shorelines that might offer 
more protection from the wind like the Chip-
pewa Flowage (21 fish), Spider (17), and Lake 
Namakagon (8).

The Spider Lake result is particularly inter-
esting to me. We spent quite a bit of time sur-
veying Spider Lake in the week leading up 
to the tournament, including two nights of 
electrofishing and two days of fyke netting. 
Anglers often view these activities as poten-
tially disruptive to fishing success, though 
there isn’t much scientific evidence to support 
that, and even intense survey efforts only effect 
a small percentage of the fish. Angling success 
during the tournament certainly didn’t reflect 
any drop off in catch after all that survey-
ing happened, as anglers turned in more fish 
from Spider than in any of the previous 5 years. 
Anglers also report the lures they caught fish 
with, which can provide some basic insights as 
well.

In 2024, black was a successful color, and 
16% of all fish were caught on some varia-
tion of a black bucktail/spinning bait. That’s a 
large percentage when you consider the huge 
array of bait types and colors anglers now have 
access to. No discussion of this tournament is 
complete without mentioning how the money 
raised by the club is used. The Hayward Lakes 
Chapter of Muskies Inc. uses these proceeds 
to support stocking, habitat projects, research, 
access (docks and ramps), and youth fishing 
events in the area. They have raised and spent 
over a half a million dollars on local projects 
that benefit musky and our community. Here’s 
to another successful year!

WOLTER REPORT

Insights on the 2024 
Hayward Lakes 
Musky Tournament

CATHY LAREAU
Sawyer County Snowmobile & ATV 
Alliance, weekly column

On Friday, Oct. 4, I was 
excited to join a fall color 
ride put on by Musky Sno & 
ATV Country, sponsored 
by RAVEK off road accesso-
ries and several of the club’s 
business members, on trails 
through the east side of Sawyer 
County.

The weather was forecasted 
to be on the cool side and keep-
ing with the trend that started 
in September, bone dry as well.

The morning of the ride 
started on an ominous note, 
and I wondered how the rest of 
the day would go. A little before 
5 a.m., I was jolted awake by an 
eerie sound — a WHOOSH, 
CLICK, followed by a hissing, 
drawn-out HOOOOO. I spent 
a few groggy minutes trying to 
figure out what the noise was, 
until I realized it was only my 
boiler firing up in response to 
its 45-degree threshold I set last 
spring.

I trudged through my chilly 
kitchen to start the coffee pot, 
feeling crabby and robbed 
of that last hour of sleep. My 
steaming cup of coffee was try-
ing its best to wake me up when 
I noticed a sudden movement 
in my darkened living room 
and reached for my glasses just 

in time to see a mouse scurry-
ing under the TV.

Well, that woke me up faster 
than any strong cup of coffee 
ever could. I darted out to the 
garage, gathering all the barren 
mousetraps I could find, and 
then spent the next half hour 
baiting and strategizing place-
ment of each trap. A while later 
I heard the sudden SNAP of a 
trap, and felt relieved because 
there was no way I could leave 
with that critter running 
around my house.

I was still rattled from the 
‘year of the mouse’ episode 
(I’ve had others) when I left my 
house for the ride.

The drone of my engine 
finally relaxed me as I motored 
down County Hwy. B on 
my way to Deerfoot Resort. 
Amanda Wilson, Deerfoot’s 
owner, had a tempting array of 
donuts and coffee ready as peo-
ple gathered early in the morn-
ing for the ride.

The theme of the ride was 
twofold: highlight RAVEK 
off road UTV accessories and 
fundraise for the local Musky 
Sno & ATV Country club.

The club members planned 
a variety of games and draw-
ings at each stop so riders could 
win RAVEK accessories, door 
prizes and donated gift baskets.

Brandon Westphal, and his 

wife, Stacy, had a nice display 
of RAVEK products set up at 
Deerfoot, ready for the first 
drawings before we hit the trail. 
I was able to talk with Brandon, 
RAVEK’s Head of Sales and 
Customer Service, who gave me 
a lot of interesting information 
about RAVEK off road prod-
ucts:

RAVEK was born out of Big 
Bike Parts, a family-owned 
motorsports company located 
in Rice Lake, Wisconsin. The 
original company has been in 
business for over 40 years sup-
plying motorcycle accesso-
ries. Brandon explained that 
in response to the fast-grow-
ing sport of side-by-side riding, 
the company branched out to 
form RAVEK off-road accesso-
ries and UTV upgrades. Their 
company offers quality plug-n-
play lighting, storage solutions, 
comfort and safety accessories 
for all major UTV manufactur-
ers, and each product is backed 
by an unlimited lifetime war-
ranty.

RAVEK employs a full range 
of experience developers, engi-
neers, technicians and support 
people — and most of them ride 
off road year-round! All acces-
sories are developed in Rice 
Lake and rigorously field-tested 
across the United States before 
the product is released for use.

Brandon explained that their 
products are designed to be 
easily installed by the vehicle 
owner, and they offer concise 
installation videos. A full turn 
signal kit — including turn sig-
nals, a horn, and hazard lights 
for a UTV — takes about 3 
hours to install, and their Apex 
Running Lights generally take 
20-30 minutes to install.

They can help with unique 
installations or direct owners 
to resources through dealers 
and local shops if needed.

Visit their website for a lot 
more information on their 
products and how to get them 
for your machine — https://
www.ravek.com/

Back to the ride — after the 
first drawings at Deerfoot for 
door prizes and RAVEK acces-
sories, we got ready to hit to 
trail. Musky Sno members, 
Tim Davison, and Amanda 
Wilson riding shotgun, led 
about a dozen machines to 
Christina’s Y Pine near Moose 
Lake, where riders drew for 
more RAVEK prizes, and a 
nice gift basket donated by Y 
Pine.

Two more machines joined 
our group when we left Y Pine 
for our lunch destination, Trap 
N Fish Lodge on Barker Lake 
Road.

Musky Sno & ATV Country fall color 
fundraising ride with RAVEK off road

PHOTO BY BRANDON WESTPHAL, USED WITH PERMISSION 

Brandon Westphal and his wife, Stacy.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WILSON, USED WITH PERMISSION

Winners of the first RAVEK drawing.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WILSON, USED WITH PERMISSION

Tim Davison and Amanda Wilson before the ride commenced.
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The Hayward United 
Soccer Club concluded 
their fall season on Satur-
day Oct. 12 with the Inau-
gural “Soctober Classic” at 
the Hayward Soccer Com-
plex.

Hayward’s 15U co-ed 
team defeated the North-
land Badger Soccer Club 
co-ed team from Spooner 
5-0. Scoring for Hayward 
were Colton Beckwith (two 
goals), Gabe Welk, Rayna 
Von Arb and Ean Fish.

Spooner then played 
Superior Soccer Associ-
ation’s Boys 15U team, 
defeating them 2-0.

In the third game of the 
tourney, Hayward crushed 
Superior 9-0. Goals were 
scored by Welk (two), Isiah 
Thiry, Annabelle Becker-
mann, Corbin LaVeau, Will 
Carothers and a hat-trick 
by Beckwith.

The 15U team is spon-
sored by Arclin Surfaces, 
whose generosity made it 

possible to purchase new 
team jerseys for this sea-
son through Spring 2026. 
Arclin also sponsors the 
12U Boys team.

Two other local busi-
nesses stepped up to spon-
sor the Hayward United 
Soccer Club traveling 
teams. The 12U Girls are 

sponsored by Timber Ford 
and Timber Marine, and 
Chippewa Valley Bank 
sponsors the 10U Boys and 
Girls teams.

Hayward 15U soccer team defeats Spooner, Superior

TERRELL BOETTCHER

The Hayward United Soccer 15U co-ed traveling team received new jerseys thanks to 
a donation from Arclin Surfaces. Pictured are: Top Row L-R—Rayna Von Arb, Annabelle 
Beckermann, Ean Fish, Will Carothers, Hayato Hulbert, Kaleb Carlson, Isaiah Thiry and Corbin 
LaVeau, Arclin Representative Matthew Lobitz; and Bottom Row L-R—Henry Marienfeld, 
Michael Wilson, Pearson Rodriguez Wisdom, Anthony Loucks, Gabe Welk, Colton Beckwith, 
Lucas Hanlon and Claire Lindsay.

The LCO Ojibwe School 
Migiziwag varsity boys 
cross-country runners 
competed in the Wash-
burn Invitational Thurs-
day Oct. 10.

Eddie Benton placed 
12th in 23:40, Gary Clause 
was 20th in 30:58, and 
Charles Trepanier was 
22nd in 37:21.

In the middle school 
boys race, Emeris 

Brownrigg placed 27th in 
9:34.

In the middle school 
girls race, Charlena Taylor 
placed 13th in 20:37.

On Monday Oct. 7, the 
Migiziwag runners com-
peted at the Solon Springs 
Invitational at Hidden 
Greens North golf course. 
Eddie Benton placed 94th 
in 23:13 and Gary Clause 
was 113th in 32:53,

LCO harriers run at 
Washburn, Solon Springs

Tim took us through 
winding Trail 5 — and I 
must admit, it was about 
the driest and dustiest 
I’ve seen in a long time- 
there was no way to enjoy 
the rich fall colors when 
I could hardly see the 
machine in front of me! 
Being in the middle of 
the group put me right in 
the eye of a choking dust 
storm, which caused me 
to momentarily wish I had 
an enclosed cab, like many 
others on the ride had.

Trap N Fish did a great 
job feeding close to 30 
hungry riders, and while 
I visited with riders, my 
chicken bacon ranch wrap 
really hit the spot.

The club ran more fund-
raising games for RAVEK 
accessories, and a shirt/
hat gift donated by Trap N 
Fish, before we went out-
side to clear windshields 
in preparation for the next 
long leg of the journey.

The plan from here was 
to ride through a portion 
of the Deadhorse Trail in 
the Chequamegon Forest, 
and over to Loretta where 
we’d pick up the Tuscobia 
Trail, stop in Winter for 
gas, then ride up to Shady 
Nook on the Chippewa 
Flowage, one of my favor-
ite places to visit.

Shady Nook Resort 
never disappoints — this 
tiny, rustic log cabin bar 
has a colorful history and 
personable bartenders 

who welcome everyone as 
if they were family. Here, I 
ran into many old friends 
from when I lived nearby, 
on the flowage.

Soon, the group was 
anxious to get back to 
Deerfoot for a southern 
style shrimp and crawfish 
boil that evening — but I 
ducked out for home once 
we reached Cty. Hwy. B.

Despite the dust, it was 
really a great ride to be part 
of — I met a lot of interest-
ing folks and learned more 
about the RAVEK prod-
ucts that so many riders 
have been talking about.

Hopefully they will plan 
another ride soon.

And don’t forget to 
check out the RAVEK web-
site!
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A photo from the trail.

TERRELL BOETTCHER

Hayward Middle School runners and other teams sprint from the start line of the 3.2-kilometer Hayward Invitational race 
at the Birkie starting chute on Oct. 3.

MIDDLE SCHOOL RUNNERS HEAD OUT

 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Hayward Mountain Bike Team sophomore Sam Berquist 
rides in the recent state-wide race at Engelwood Grass 
Farm in Fall River.

RACING AT ENGELWOOD


