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WOLTER REPORT

MAX WOLTER

A big part of my job, and the 
original purpose of this column, 
is to promote fishing opportu-
nities in the Hayward area. I get 
a lot of inquiries from people 
about where to go to find qual-
ity opportunities for one spe-
cies or another. There’s a lot to 
consider when making these 
kinds of recommendations. 
Some people may want lots of 
fishing action, while others are 
focused on trophy size. Some 
lakes may offer great multi-spe-
cies fishing, while others offer 
high quality for just one or two 
species. Consistency and resil-
iency are other factors that can 
be even harder to quantify.

Can people expect a fish-
ery that was good five years ago 
to maintain that same quality? 
I am going to start a recurring 
lake profile series where I rate 
fishing opportunities, by spe-
cies, on a simple and recogniz-
able 0-10 rating scale (10 being 
highest and representing the 
best opportunities in the area). 
In doing so, I’ll try to condense 
all the considerations listed 
above into a single number for 
each major species (or species 
group) while including a few 
basic notes. These ratings will 
be honest assessments, in many 
cases based on my own likeli-
hood to want to fish these spe-
cies in these waters.

To start, let’s use our own 
backyard lake: Lake Hayward. 
Starting at the top of the food 
chain, I’ll give Lake Hayward a 
6 for muskies. Size of muskies 
in Lake Hayward can be excep-
tional, but it is not simple to fish 
and the population is inconsis-
tent. Northern pike receive a 7. 
Pike are abundant, so catch rate 
is high, but average size can be 
small. Still, Lake Hayward has 
produced 40-inch pike, which 
is not something I can say about 
every lake in the area. Walleye 
receive a 2 based on low abun-
dance and rarity. We stock wall-
eye occasionally, but many of 
those fish likely escape over 
the dam or move upstream. 
For bass I give Lake Hayward a 
3. Largemouth are fairly com-
mon, but size is not exceptional. 
Smallmouth are quite rare. For 
Panfish I give Lake Hayward a 9. 
Yes, Lake Hayward is one of the 
best panfish lakes in the area. 
Bluegill size is consistently very 
good, with 7-10 inch bluegill 
being common. Perch and crap-
pie are not as abundant, but size 
is solid for those species as well. 
Look for more ratings like this 
on other area lakes in the future!

Scoring Fishing 
Opportunities: 
Lake Hayward

FRIDAY, DEC. 29
	■ Hayward Co-op Hurri-

canes girls hockey vs. Eau 
Claire Area Stars at Mosinee, 
3 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOV. 30
	■ Hayward Co-op Hur-

ricanes girls hockey at 
Mosinee tournament, vs. 
Central Wisconsin Storm or 
USM Wildcats, TBD.

MONDAY, DEC. 2
	■ LCO Middle School boys 

basketball at Solon Springs, 
5:45 p.m.

TUESDAY, DEC. 3
	■ Hurricanes sports: Girls 

basketball hosts Spooner—
JV game 5:45 pm., varsity 
7 p.m.; boys basketball at 
Bloomer—JV and C games 
5:45 p.m., varsity 7:15 p.m.

	■ LCO Migiziwag sports: 
boys basketball at Lake Hol-
combe, 5:45 p.m., girls bas-
ketball at Lake Holcombe, 
7:15 p.m.; middle school 
boys basketball at Mellen, 
5:30 p.m.

SPORTS SCHEDULES

TERRELL BOETTCHER

Deer hunters including Sawyer County Conservation Congress member Rick Olson (left) discuss deer management 
unit (DMU) changes being proposed by the Wisconsin DNR during an open house at the Norvado building in 
Cable Nov. 19. The proposed units are based on habitat types and would replace the current units which follow 
county boundaries.

DEER MANAGEMENT OPEN HOUSE AT CABLE

THE DRIVING FORCE — MOTORIZED REC SCOOP BY 
CATHY LAREAU

In my September 4, 2024 column, I wrote 
about the ATV route signing enhancements I 
was working on throughout Sawyer County. 
The county opened all county roads out-
side of LCO to ATV use in June of 2024, and 
as a signing option, they chose to install the 
‘all roads open’ signs at the county boundar-
ies instead of signing each individual county 
road. We wanted to clarify the roads that are 
legal to ride with small route reassurance 
markers, and other signage to direct riders.

North County Riders ATV club put up the 
initial $1000 for the reassurance markers, and 
I got to work installing them throughout the 
county. It became apparent that some addi-
tional signage could really improve our route 
system, so I asked readers in my September 4 
th column for more donations.

I was surprised that within a few days, we 
received $1710 in donations for additional 
signs, and a few others who have indicated 
they still intend to send in donations.

A huge thank you to the following busi-
nesses, groups, and individuals who gener-
ously donated to help to make our route sys-
tem clear and well-marked for riders. Every 
single dollar makes a big difference for us, 
especially since state funding for ATV route 
signs is not possible.

Hayward Power Sports $500
Jeremy Crawford & Family, Nelson Lake 

$500
Nelson Lake Wine on the Water group $500
Doug Ruckdaschel, Hayward $100
Chris & Jenny Larson, Nelson Lake $60
Scott & Holly Bradford $50
Recently I received the sign order that I put 

in from these donations- and I now have all 
the different directional arrow signs I need, 
plus some special order ATV rider warn-
ing signs and ATV speed limit signs for a few 
roads in the town of Lenroot, special order 

signs for the county road routes that dead end 
at the LCO boundaries, and an array of other 
routes signs needed to enhance the county 
roads.

It is getting late in the season for sign work, 
but I’ll get as much done as I can before the 
temperatures plummet. Anything I don’t finish 
this year will be completed come early spring, 
so we are ready for the next ATV season.

Again, the outpouring of support from this 
community and other ATV enthusiasts is so 
appreciated- we cannot do this work without 
you! Thank you.

A big thank you to all who donated for ATV signs

New ATV route signs.

 �Christine Sik — Spooner 
High School

 �Kimberly Pearson — St. 
Francis de Sales Catholic School, 
Spooner

 �Katie House — Hayward 
Intermediate School

 �Amanda Buck — Spooner 
Middle School

 �Annette Sellner — Spooner 
Elementary School

In addition to the grant pro-
gram, WNHP is dedicated to 
showcasing the talents of student 
artists through its annual exhi-
bition at the Arts in Hand Gal-
lery in Spooner. Selected stu-
dents have the unique opportu-
nity to display their artwork, with 
a special opening reception for 

families, friends and the commu-
nity. This initiative helps expand 
students’ understanding of the 
arts beyond the classroom and 
encourages them to pursue their 
creative passions.

Since its founding in 1999, 
the Wisconsin Northwest Heri-
tage Passage has worked to pro-
mote and celebrate the handmade 
arts of northwest Wisconsin. The 

organization’s mission is to edu-
cate the public about the signifi-
cant impact of the creative com-
munity on the region’s cultural 
and economic vitality, while also 
fostering growth within the area’s 
artistic industries.

For more information about 
Wisconsin Northwest Heritage 
Passage, visit: About Us — Arts 
In Hand.
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