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Caring starts here.

My Choice Wisconsin provides
government-funded programs to
frail seniors, adults with disabilities,
individuals, and families.
We care for the whole person and
well-being of all by offering services that
promote independence, value diversity,
and inspire self-advocacy.

www.mychoicewi.org/SA
800-963-0035 TTY 711

For Long-Term Care options contact your
local Aging and Disability Resource Center.
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/adrc/

DHS Approved 8/16/2021

Hunter education course offered in Hayward
A Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Hunter 

Education course will be offered in early April in Hayward in 
conjunction with Sawyer County Outdoor Projects and Edu-
cation (SCOPE).

The classes will be held from 5:30-8:30 p.m. on April 2, 4, 
and 9 at Hayward Middle School . The April 6 session will be 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Hayward Rod & Gun Club on County 
Road B.

There is no age limit to enroll in the course. However, the 
curriculum is geared toward the ability level of a 12 year old. 
Registration will close at noon on March 31.The course will 
cover hunter education, understanding firearms, proper 
care and storage of firearms, marksmanship fundamentals, 
responsibilities of hunters, field care, handling outdoor emer-
gencies, and more.Anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 1973, must 
have completed a hunter education course to purchase any 
hunting license. Persons successfully completing this course 
will receive a Wisconsin Hunter Education Graduate Certif-
icate.Participants must attend all class sessions, pass a writ-
ten test and hands-on test to successfully complete the course. 
The cost is $10, which includes all materials and bonus items. 
Upon completion, students will receive a hunting vest com-
pliments of SCOPE, a distinctive embroidered emblem and a 
hunter education certificate.

Little League registration continues
Registration for summer 2024 Hayward Little League and 

Babe Ruth baseball continues until midnight Friday March 15 
at haywardsportscenter.com. No registration is allowed after 
March 15.

The age groups are T-ball ages 5-6, Coaches Pitch ages 7-8, 
Minors 9-10, Majors 11-12 and Babe Ruth 13-15.

Little League player evaluations for Majors and Minors will 
be held Saturday March 23 in the Hayward Middle School 
gym, minors 1-3 p.m. and majors 3-5 p.m. A mandatory par-
ents meeting will be held during player evaluations. Parents 
will receive their fundraising tickets (one per household) at 
this time.

There will be sign-up sheets for concessions and mowing 
volunteers throughout the season. This creates a way to keep 
registration fees lower for the kids.

Coaches are also needed at each level of play. Coaching 
experience isn’t required, just patience and the willingness to 
help the kids have fun.

If you have questions, please contact:
Baseball or Little League questions — Matt Marienfeld — 

HaywardLLBBoard@gmail.com
Registration completion questions — Carrie Romsos — 

HaywardSCinfo@gmail.com
Staff reports

IN BRIEF

MAX WOLTER

On February 6, DNR held 
a meeting to hear from peo-
ple about the Nelson Lake 
fishery. We were very pleased 
to host almost 50 people at 
the Lenroot Town Hall for 
what ended up being a 1.5 
hour discussion. A question-
naire was taken by meeting 
attendees and a matching 
version was made available 
online for two weeks follow-
ing the meeting.

The conversation on Feb-
ruary 6 and the survey results 
give us some important indi-
cations about what peo-
ple want to see for the future 
of the Nelson Lake fishery. 
We got a total of survey 229 
responses, which included a 
healthy mix of property own-
ers, anglers (resident and 

non-resident), resort guests, 
resort owners, and fishing 
guides. Getting feedback 
from resort guests was par-
ticularly exciting, since this 
group of anglers is consid-
ered very important to the 
local economy but their feed-
back is not always captured 
in these efforts.

We were also able to com-
pare some of our results from 
2024 with a similar feedback 
exercise in 2004. Our survey 
found that black crappie had 
risen to be the top species 
of interest for Nelson Lake 
anglers. Crappie supplanted 
walleye, which were the top 
species in 2004 but were now 
the second species of inter-
est in 2024. Largemouth bass 
and yellow perch also rose in 
angler interest, while blue-
gill fell a bit but remained the 

number three species.
Anglers were asked some 

specific questions about dif-
ferent management issues 
Nelson Lake is facing. When 
asked about pike harvest and 
regulations, very few anglers 
expressed support for the cur-
rent regulation (32” mini-
mum length limit, 1 daily bag 
limit). Most anglers wanted to 
see additional harvest oppor-
tunities for pike. We also 
asked if the angling commu-
nity wanted to continue to put 
most management empha-
sis (time, stocking resources, 
etc.) on walleye, or if the focus 
should shift to other spe-
cies given the relative lack of 
success in restoring walleye 
over the last 30 years. Anglers 
were very split on this ques-
tion, with about 45% saying 
to continue a walleye-centric 

approach, 45% saying they’d 
prefer a focus on other spe-
cies like panfish and bass, and 
10% indicating interest in 
“new” fishing opportunities 
in the lake. These results illus-
trate that our main manage-
ment challenge, “what to do 
about the struggling walleye”, 
persists.

However, other results 
point to some straightfor-
ward direction and immedi-
ate actions. New pike regu-
lations that will better align 
with angler preferences are 
being proposed in response 
to these results, for example. 
Other regulation and man-
agement strategy changes 
may follow. We thank all who 
offered their time to provide 
feedback on these issues and 
we are considering it a very 
productive exercise.

WOLTER REPORT

Nelson Lake Survey results

CATHY LAREAU
Sawyer County Snowmobile & ATV 
Alliance

Fifteen years ago, Mike and 
Karen Nevin, from Poplar, Wis-
consin grabbed the idea for an 
annual ATV benefit ride from 
an unlikely source — a char-
ity motorcycle ride highlighted 
on an episode of Gene Simmons 
Family Jewels.

Mike comes from a patriotic 
military family; his own father 
proudly served in Vietnam. 

14th Annual Warriors ATV Ride in South Range, Wisconsin
Warriors ride 
group stopped 
to cross Hwy. 
2 in Douglas 
County. The 
riders include 
Joe Pries 
(left) from St 
Francis, Minn. 
(ATV),who 
pulled up to 
visit with UTV 
rider Lucas 
Brackin from 
Wheeler while 
waiting to cross 
the highway.
PHOTO BY TINA COOKMore ATV   |   A19
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Mike had envisioned a military 
career for himself but was prevented 
from realizing his dream when diag-
nosed with a disqualifying heart 
condition. Since that time, his mis-
sion has been to support and give 
back to our active troops, their fami-
lies, and veterans in need.

The Nevins’ hometown memo-
ries are planted in Douglas County 
so that is where they hold their rides 
on the first Saturday of March each 
year. The event benefits our mili-
tary active troops, veterans and their 
families.

The first annual Warriors ATV 
ride was held in 2011 with 34 rid-
ers attending — back then, that was 
a big group! Their first ride garnered 
$2,500, which was donated to the 
Wounded Warriors Project.

With every passing year, this event 
grows and the Nevin group gains 
even more experience. They now 
run a large, highly organized ride 
with the help of their son, Cody, and 
daughter, Cassie, sister and brother-
in-law: Jessa and Paul, plus another 
dozen family members and friends 
who make up their core group.

Planning takes several months 
and includes making and distrib-
uting flyers and other advertising, 

acquiring raffle prizes, donations, 
and ride merchandise, mapping out 
a route and finding ride stops that 
can handle large crowds, plus secur-
ing adequate parking for all the 
trucks and trailers.

The Nevins are thankful to all the 
sponsors who helped them with this 
event. Futurewood Corporation, a 
forest management company based 
out of Hayward, Wisconsin, gener-
ously donated the use of their Doug-
las County facility for riders’ truck 
and trailer parking!

This year’s ride was on Satur-
day March 2. Registration opened 
on Friday night at the ride base, the 
Log Cabin Tavern in South Range, 
where 773 riders paid their $25 
entry fee, and had the option to pur-
chase a $15 wristband for a pizza 
buffet. A nice display of donated raf-
fle items enticed arriving riders and 
other visiting patrons.

ATVers came from all over to par-
ticipate in this event and as Mike 
rattled off some of the states, I was 
shocked to hear that some came 
from as far away as Alaska and Texas 
in addition to Iowa, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Montana, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, North and South Dakotas and 
Tennessee.

Riders filled available lodging in 
Solon Springs, St. Croix, Brule and 
the Superior areas and they brought 

with them close to 100 trucks and 
trailers.

Most of the 378 machines were 
side-by-sides, but there were a few 
ATVs as well. A couple of the volun-
teers estimated the value of just the 
machines on this ride to be between 
$9 and $15 million, not including 
riders’ gear or the trucks and trailers 
used to haul them here.

Saturday morning was almost 
spring-like when the group 
departed at 10 am to begin their 
journey. They stayed in one large 
group with Nevin as the lead, and 
his brother-in-law riding tail, to 
make sure no one was left behind. 
Approximately 30 volunteers were 
scattered throughout the long line of 
riders, plus they enlisted the help of 
a few volunteers with trailers to pick 
up machines if they broke down.

I asked Mike how they control 
such a large group of riders, and he 
said that they do a lot of self-policing 
and they’ve only had a few minor 
issues over 14 years. The Douglas 
County Sheriff ’s deputies also assist 
with traffic management and road 
crossings, plus Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) wardens 
and first responders are present if 
needed.

Douglas County’s roads are open 
to ATV use, so Nevin has many 
options for planning the best ways 

to get around the county and reach 
intended stops. The ride route 
changes every year and consists of 
a variety of trails, roads, and gravel 
roads.

Nevin plans four stops through-
out the day’s ride, and he said that it’s 
difficult to find venues large enough 
to accommodate so many buggies, 
riders and their bathroom needs 
and suspects that even more porta 
potties will be needed next year.

At each lively break, riders par-
take in 50/50 raffles, snacks, military 
trivia contests and music; some of it 
run DJ-style by Nevin’s son, Cody. 
From the pictures and videos I’ve 
seen of this year’s ride, I can tell the 
riders really had fun, all I saw were 
smiles!

The group made it back to the Log 
Cabin Tavern around 6 p.m., which 
concluded the ride. As riders dis-
persed, there were many hugs, hand-
shakes and promises to come back 
for next year’s Warrior ATV Ride.

The work doesn’t end for the 
Nevin family once the ride is over –
now they must tear down, clean up 
and organize where the donations 
will go– every year is different, but 
they usually collect between $5,000 
and $20,000 to help military folks 
and their families.

In the past, they’ve purchased two 
power wheelchairs for veterans, and 

paid many utility and phone bills, 
rent payments, moving expenses, 
hotel stays for out-of-town med-
ical appointments, home repairs, 
heating and cooling units, vehicle 
repairs, plus provided food, medi-
cines and medical supplies.

They’ve also donated to local 
American Legion and VFW posts 
for veteran outreach programs. All 
recipients are first vetted by County 
Veteran Affairs workers, who verify 
the person’s service record, before 
they can receive donations.

If you know of a military per-
son or their family, who needs help, 
please reach out to Mike Nevin 
directly at 715-815-0369 or email 
him at mknevin21@gmail.com.

Mike and Karen thank all the rid-
ers who attended the 14th annual 
Warriors ATV Ride and donated 
so generously to help our military 
folks — this event would be nothing 
without the riders! Come Novem-
ber, watch for announcements and 
information on next year’s ride.

One ride at a time, the Nevins 
are giving back, and chipping away 
at the problems faced by our mili-
tary veterans, active troops and their 
families. I’m sure I speak for many 
by throwing back a huge THANK 
YOU to the Nevin family for bring-
ing together our motorized sport 
community for such a great cause!

Reaching into my chest freezer, 
I pulled out a quart-size zip-top 
bag full of dark green leaves. Or at 
least leaves that had once been dark 
green. The frilly edges of my kale 
were now a little pale in places, and 
ice crystals crunched brittlely inside 
the bag.

Last summer I’d harvested gro-
cery bags full of kale from my gar-
den, blanched them briefly in boil-
ing water, and then quenched them 
in two cold water baths. 
After stuffing a hand-
ful into a baggie, I rolled 
it from the bottom to 
squeeze out extra water 
and air, and firmly pressed 
the closure.

Despite my best efforts, 
several months in storage 
had led to freezer burn. 
Ice in the leaves had sub-
limated, turning from 
solid to gas without pass-
ing through the liquid state. The 
water that was once in the leaves had 
become the ice crystals in the bag. 
Unworried, I thawed the kale and 
chopped it finely to add to a soup 
simmering on the stove. Freezer 
burn isn’t dangerous to eat. It can 
affect the flavor of food, but I wasn’t 
counting on kale for flavor anyway.

The following afternoon, I 
headed out for an afternoon walk. 
With bright sunshine, the tem-
perature had risen just above freez-
ing, but now a brisk wind was mak-
ing the lengthening shadows quite 

chilly. As usual, I paused to admire 
the mosses growing along a steep, 
north-facing bank. On this day they 
weren’t very pretty.

Whole patches of moss were crin-
kled and brown, while others were 
brown at their tips, and some leaves 
were ghostly pale…not unlike my 
freezer burned kale. I nosed around 
a bit in the moss patch, taking pho-
tos and investigating the damage. 
Later, I emailed Joe Rohrer, Profes-

sor Emeritus of Biology, 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Eau Claire. Joe taught 
a moss ecology workshop 
for the Museum in 2019, 
and will be teaching it 
again this October.

“Honestly, I can’t cite 
a single academic paper 
on this topic,” wrote Joe. 
But he’s also been notic-
ing chatter about this 
very topic in the moss-

themed social media groups he’s 
part of. “The consensus seems to be 
that some mosses show winter die-
back regularly but sprout new green 
growth in the spring. The moss gar-
deners see this a lot with Atrichum 
and Polytrichum species. The leaves 
of the previous year do seem to die, 
but new growth from the tip restores 
their green color. Other mosses just 
turn a rather ugly golden brown, 
such as Thuidium, probably similar 
to the red coloration we see in some 
vascular plants when they get win-
ter sun but are shaded during the 

growing season.”
Uploading my moss photos to 

iNaturalist to identify them, I was 
able to confirm that the pattern he 
outlined seemed to hold true on my 
driveway.

“My guess is that drying out is 
probably more harmful than freez-
ing temperatures,” Joe concluded.

And I agreed. One of the benefits 
of the Subnivean Zone, which never 
had a chance to truly develop on my 
driveway this winter, is that a blan-
ket of snow holds moisture close to 
the soil. According to horticultur-
ists, winter burn is caused by low soil 
moisture, freezing temperatures, 
and blowing wind. Not only does 
that magical space hold the tem-
perature steady near 32 degrees, it 
also eliminates windchill, and pro-
vides a high humidity habitat. With-
out it, moisture sublimates from the 
moss leaves just like from my kale.

It’s not that mosses haven’t pre-
pared for this. As drought sets in, 
their cell membranes shrink like 
vacuum-sealed freezer bags. This 
winter has been especially rough, 
though, with many nights below 
freezing without snow on the 
ground. Hopefully the mosses were 
able to synthesize a big enough sup-
ply of enzymes for cell repair to 
manage the damage from this weird 
winter.

Next to that sad patch of moss 
were several rosettes of fern leaves. 
Evergreen wood fern doesn’t die 
back in the fall. Instead they flatten 

to the ground and let snow cover 
them. Concentrated sugars act like 
antifreeze in temperatures 5-10 
degrees below freezing, and spe-
cial proteins keep them from being 
damaged as temperatures plum-
met further. Even in a normal win-
ter, these leaves never stand back 
up. They are replaced by fresh, new 
leaves in the spring. But for sev-
eral months they can continue to do 
photosynthesis—while leaves are off 
the trees—and give the plant a head 
start on new growth. Maybe.

The tips of the evergreen wood 
fern fronds near my sad mosses are 
curled up and look dry. Water is 
essential for photosynthesis. I can’t 
imagine they are very productive 
right now, and I wonder if they will 
even recover if it eventually rains.

Farther up the road, I stopped 
near another nearly vertical bank. 
Dozens of wintergreen plants poked 
stiffly up above the dry brown 
leaves. They looked pale and dehy-
drated, just like the ferns. Would 
their waxy leaves be tough enough 

to survive the dry cold? They are 
well-adapted to hunkering down in 
the Subnivean Zone and even pho-
tosynthesizing there. These many 
weeks of exposure to dry cold must 
be challenging, even to them.

I wasn’t looking for winter-
green, though. One of my favor-
ite spring flowers, trailing arbutus, 
grows on this bank, too, but spot-
ting them is always a challenge. 
Finally, I glimpsed the brighter 
green, broader leaves peeking out 
from under the duff. They didn’t 
look freezer-burned. Perhaps the 
secretive, ground-hugging nature 
of this little plant is a way to survive 
winters just like this one. Soon they 
will bloom, and I’ll plant more kale, 
and most of the mosses will recover. 
Soon, this weird winter will be over.

Emily Stone is an author, naturalist and 
the education director at the Cable Natural 
History Museum. The Museum is closed 
until May 1 to construct our new exhibit: 
“Anaamaagon: Under the Snow.” Find out 
more at cablemuseum.org.
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Plants feel the burn

EMILY STONE

Just like food in your freezer can get dry, damaged spots from freezer burn, 
this winter with less snow may be allowing more “winter burn” than usual on 
mosses, ferns, and other plants who typically stay green beneath the snow.
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